EX LIBRIS 
F. $S. FERGUSON 


"THE 's 


[TREASURE | 


OF THE 


S OUL: 


RA we are caught | 3 


| how, in dying to vn, I 
we may attaln to the per | 
fet Cs of GOD, Lf 
our neighbour , and 
conſequently unto 
true bleſledneſs 


and Salvation. 


Many a ſince —_— , 


Spaniſh Tongue , and now .: 
newly tranſlated inco 
Rr By A. P. | 
1 Tim. 1. 5s. Now tht end ofthe © 
commanament is charity , out of 
a pure beart , and of a good con» 1 
ſcience, and of Paith unſained. | 
| Gal. 5. 24. And they that apper- | 
tainto chrif , have crucified the 
fleb, with th affeftions and lufts. | 
Edinburgh, Printed in _ Year | 


THE 


PREFACE 


OF THE 


AUTHOR 


TO THE 
READER. 


%. 3 
Hz more graces 
a man hath receiv= 4 

ed of GOD, and. 


the more he is 1ndued with 
knowledge of underſtanding. 
ihe greater puniſhment h, 
of deſerveth, if therefore he b, 
; unthank ful. And againwho 
1 joever acknowledgeth the be 
| A2 wefite. 


The Preface. 
zefites of GOD, ke alſo by. 
all —_ reajon is þ ound © 
the more to love hizr, Now 
all cooks arerepleniſhed with : 
knowledge and learning, now k 
7s the holy Goſpel ſealed and , 
confirmed with the precious ; 
bloud ofthe immaculat Lamb 
; Pay: tothe end we may 
fave a grcalcr aſſurance | 
cf _ 1.1:ſpeakable love 
10Waras 1s,  lbeoks. I Jay, | 
are full , the carth doth as 
lound with preact.icrs Jound- © 
ing forth, a: Trumpets, ic 
great power ard excellercy 
of the Aimighty '} . for 10 raw 
ul, d ſrir us up to laua.praile, 


and give thanks 10 or Crea-. 
7 ONLY \ 
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The Preface. 
torr, and moſt loving Fa- 
ther, But we are all ſo prone 
to unthankfulneſs, and ſo 
"read; to forcet his Lenefits 
": ſolargely beſtcwedupon man- 
1 kind, that there is none al- 
# moſt to be found , who un- 
} fainedly do eek him : But 
- all run and flie head-long 111- 
J - fo darkand oi'ſcure places of 
, fort and wickedneſs, Moved 
y therefore by the premiſes, [ 
7 have finiſhed this book, to 
the glory of GOD, and(as 
1 hope) tothe furtherance of 
the godly. And becauſe that 
10w-a-aays our ſlothfulneſs 
1s ſo great, and our deſtre 
and ſtomach to the glory of 
. GOD þo frint, weak and 


DS. 


” 95" Yeh. - Wit... Ss. 


Nender ; 1 hive uſed her in 
this my book, ſundry ſimili- * 
tudes and parables, by theſe 


means tointije the minds of 
amen the more to the aeep . 


conſideration of the contents. 
of this volume. 
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N times paſt there dwelt in a 
huge and great Forreſt, a wiſe 
and godly man, daily watch- 
ing, faſting, and praying, de- 
voutly (ſerving che LORD; who 


- being defirous to attain, as much as 


lay in man, 10 the rrue and perfe& 
knowledge of underſtanding, and 
the love of GOD ; leaving his Cot- 
rage, derermined with himſelf to 
travel through all the world,for (ee 
to 1f he could find any that would 
vouchſafe ro teath him the ſame. 
And after great and weariſome jour- 
nies, metin the end with a Shep- 
herd, feeding his flock in a green 
paſture. He being very glad of this, 

A4 having 
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having as yet in none of all hisJour- | 
nies found or ſcen any man; came$ Y 
ro him and ſaid, Brother, I thank* r 

| 


God that I doſee thee: wheteupon ._. 
the ſhepherd bidding him welcome + 
defart: I loek,ſaid he,for a Knight, |; 
who but now is gone by this way. 


asked him what he looke for in this 


( 
| 
| 


CH-AEF. 11; 


Doth inſtruft the Paſtors and Teach- | 
ers of the Perople.. | 


De for it was that holy mans ' 
n 


ame, marvelling greatly at the 
proviſio!, diligence and care which * 
the ſhepherd took in his trade : for | 
that he a crook inhis hand,a baghad 
hanging :". his right fide , wooden - 
clogs at his feet,and a long coat upon 
his back; beſides ar his left fide,two | 
horns hanging zt his girdle, the one ' 
ſomewhat bigger than the other,and 
ewo great dogs lying before at his_ 
feet, and not far from thence, his 
cottage environed with a hedge of 
thorns round about 1t. The ſhep- 
herd i 
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herd perceiving Deſre to behold & 
view him fo diligently & narrowly, 
ask-d him the cauſe of his wonder- 
Ing,and that if never before he had 
(cen any ſhepherd, Whereupon De- 
fire anſwfree him.how he had (cen 
divers of them , but none ſo well 
provided and furniſhed of all necef- 
{aries as he was, defiring him moſt 
friendly,thar ir would pleaſehim to 

ſhew and declare unto him thoſe 
things which he ſhould 1n courtefie 
demand and ask him. The ſhepherd 
havino granted fo laticfc him in all 

hrsqueſtions,ſo far *5 he was able,or 
his knowledge ſhould reach unto, 
Deſire began and (a1d, Tell me,1 pray 
thee wherefore carrieſt thou this 
crock? Why demandeſt thou of me 
this queſtion (quorh the ſhepherd) 
art thou a country ſwavn & a herd- 
man. and doeſt thou not know this? 
T do cirry it (aid he) that I might 
Jean upon it, and keep me from fa]- 
ling when Tlead my ſheep about the 
paſtures. To rules likewiſe my ſheep 
with it, and to drive them into the 
right way, and to keep them toge- 


”% 
” ew —- 
. 
- 


ther, thit they run not aſtray, and 
. ſeek iundry wayes 2 ccordingrotheir | 
own pleaſure. For when one ivn- * 


neth before, and the other behind, 
then do  dfies the hind-moſt for- 


ng And what haſt rhou in this. 


g ( quot De"? ) Divers and 
AS things, anſwered the ſhep- 
hcrd ; Firſt of 'alf. Thave a rinder 
box , for to ſtr!';e 1n make fire 1n 
cold. weather, and ro dicfſe ir 
meat for me and mv houfh-l:1. Be- 
Iides, I bave wa it, bread, umpents, 
z\malcbcrrle wit! h 031, ann! "Ig 
theſe to ty ſheep oftenimmes, bur 
chiefly the fale, Wherefore doeft 
thou wear tlicle woodden clovs, de- 
wanded Deſire ? For to keep my 
feet warm v;hen it freezes, of cle 
dry inrajony weather, 2nſ{weredthe 
ſhepherd: For 1fiſhould Wer fineand 
proper ſhoes.ther would be quickly 
worn and ſpoyles in tlie v 'crand 
ſnow ? What doeti _ witin this 
Jonp coa:, firid Nefre ? Tr (erverin 
to clot) imme ( avorh t r1c ſhepiterd ) 
for if 1d:.[rorwear this coar, ſhould 
110; feem tobe 2n herd-inzn, Buc 


of 


»4J 


x- 


ed Deſire? ) It 1s madeof ſheep- 
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of what ſtuffe is it made ( demand- 


skins, ( an{wered the ſhepherd) for 
tf my frock were made of wolf-skins 
or of any other kind of beaſt, the 
ſhe:p would (ſmell it quickly , and 
would fly and run away from me : 
but now that I am clothed with 
their wooll , they love me , know 
me, and follow me. Tcil me (quoth 
Deſire ) whar haſt rhou 1n this ſmall 
hoin hanging at thy girdle ? O1nt- 
ments ( ſaid the ſh:zpherd ) roa- 
notne my ſheep wiciall, when they 
be ſcabbed. And what haſt thou 
In the other horn ſome-whir bigger 
then the firſt / demanded Deſire? ) 
Tindure and colour ( an{wered the 
ſhepherd) to mark my {heep with- 
all, for to knoiv them azain when 
they are ſiragled by chance among 
other ſtrange ſheep. What doſt thou 
with theſe dogs? Thoſe dogs bark 
In the night, turnand chaſe away 
the Wolves, tor the better ſafety of 
ny ſheep, and becauſe I ſhould the 
more qulerly rake my reft withcut 
fear. Wherefore docſt thou all 

A 5 things 


all: 
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things ſo —_ quoth Deſire? ) 


Becauſelgave a gp 


for my pains, although I rather do 
this, more through the love which 
I bear him,then for the recompence 
I do look to receive at his hands. 


CHAP.IITI 
Treateth yet of the ſame matter. 


| Dj=s re .did marvel greatly at all 
theſe things, being wonderfully 


wel! pleaſed , that he did all this 
through meer love, and told him, 
brother , ſeing thou ſpendeſt = 
moſt part of che day 1n the fields, I 

pray thee canſt thou nor ſhew me 
which way a certain Knight 1s gone 
rravelling upand down withoutcom- 
pany? becauſe they have thruſt 
him out of his houie , and his own 
ſubje&s wil! not know nor receive 
him ; therefore doth he ſcek one 
with whom he might dwell and re- 


. main for ever. What js this mans 


| name, quoth the ſhepherd ? Ke 1s 
F called 


_ 1 


( anſwered the ſhepherd ) who ; 
hath promiſed megreat recompence ; 
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) , called the Lov'of GOD, ( anſwe- 
red wy ) I know where he com- 
> * monly keepeth (ſaid the ſhep-herd) 
{| and ifT had one ro look to my ſheep 
then would I bring thee my ſelf 
where he dweſleth , to caſe thee 
; fome what of thy journey, for thou 
muſt know that he loves ſhepherds, 
and is glad of their compantes. and 

| alchough he be a Knight, 15 notwith- 
ſtanding a ſhepherds ſon; But be- 

; Cauſe I have no body to keep my 
ſheep, I will ſhew the way as near 

; as 1 can. Therefore brother, go 
' through this defarrt and great for- 
reſt, at the end whereof, thou ſhalc 
, find a coſtly palace, where none 
but women dwell , who will ſhew 
thee where thou mayeſt find this 
Knight. For he 1s of ſuch friendly 
&vertuous nature,and converſation, 
thar he deſpiſeth no mans company 
! [nor fellowſhip. Theſe words did 
very much pleaſe and rejoice Nefre, 
and chiefly, becauſe they Pur him 
in hope, that he ſhould find out the 
Love of GOD, ſaying, brother, I pray 


' thee, ſhew ime the dirc@ way + 
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I may not miſſe my way : I may 
not leave my ſheep alone, ( quoth 
the ſhepherd) bur yet will appoinr 
and get thee good. company , that 
will lead thee GOP-willing in the | 
readieſt and beſt way': take there- 
fore this Dog for this purpoſe. Bur 
what 1s his name ( quoth Deſire? ) 
He 1s called Good-w:ll( ſaid the ſhep- 
herd.) I thank thee ( quoth Deſwre) 
and GOD have thee 1n his keeping. 
The LORD be with thee and thy 
guide , (anſwered rhe ſhepnerd) 
and bade him farewell. 


CHAP. IV. 
Of the Palace of Hunility, 


\ THen Deſire was parted from 
the ſhepherd,who hadcom- 
mi:tedhim to the way with his new 
companion , being a great comfore 
unto him 1n his journey; after many 
nights Hd daycs travelling , came 
at the end upon a Sunday,ina green 
and large field , very pleaſant, the 
ground neverthelcl(s being nerhvng 
ut 
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but gravell and very drie : wherear 
Deſire , marvelling greatly how it 
ſhould be poſſible , that ſo fair and 
flourtſhing herbs could grow 1n ſc 
rockie a place, fit rather for thorns 
and thiftles, then for any thing elſe 
Eſpyed in thz midſt of the field, 
a ſumptuous and coſtly Palace , 
whereof he rejoyced: and in all 
haſte going to the houſe , found 
the gates thereof ſhut , and a frir 
Damſell ftinding withour by her fa- 
vor and outward apparcll, ſeeming 
very honeſt and vertncus. Who ſce- 
ing his dag, was afrald of him, and 
bevan to ſhake. Bur Deſire willed 
her not to fear 1m, hecauſe he was 
130t Wor:t to do harin to any man. 
Deſire maryelling at this Damſcl], 
watching at the partes of the Palac. 
ſaid: Tell me Tony thee ſiſter, 
what lookefſt rhou here for alone ? 
] tarry, anſwered ſhe,t1!l thc;; open 
the care, that L mich emer itz. dow 
art thou called thea , quoth Deſire ? 
my n. me is , ſaid the , Vain-glory. 
D*fire having rarried long at the 
pates, and ſerny that he thus watch- 
cd 1n vain, began ro Knock, ( for at 


O ye Ireaſnre 


the door did hang an yron hammer, 
called Patzence) ro ſee if any man 
would come to open the gate. And | 
preſently there came an ancientand 
reverend father , being porter and } 
keeper of all the houſe,to open rhe 
doores and his name was the Fear 
of God, Deſire ſeeing this old and 
worſhipfull father , afrer due reve- , 
rence done untohim, ſaid: T am » 
come hither, (ir, to look for a cer- 
tain Knight, called the Love of G29, . | 
and they have told me how he 
ſhould be paſt through this forreſt, 
and come into this houſe ; rhere- 
fore full fain would I know whether | 
he be here or not. The porter was þ; 
lad of theſe words, for he loved ' 
intirely the TL ove of God . being his 
brother, and ſaid unto him , Son, 
wherefore doeſt thou look for this 
knighr, what bufi neſs haſt thou with 
him? Moſt reverend father, anſ(wer- 
ed Deſire, I doaxsk for him . becauſe 
T do rejoice in him , and ſtand in 
great need of him. How ſo , quoth 
The fear of God? becauſe, ſaid Deſire, 
I would willingly dwell with w_ 
| an 
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r, | and be hisſcryant; for in allthis 
: countrie there n - M1 p 

| me better, althongh I [ 
i have had many others that moſt 
| ; pladlie would have entertained me. 


f But I have been cerrified of him by 
” others, how he is a noble, courteous 
| and bountifull Lord to his ſervants. 
- , Tt is moſt true,anſwered the Porter, 
that thou ſaieſt; and not long agone 
he came by this way , with ſmall 
company, yet notwithſtanding, at 
this preſent he is not within , bur 
tarry here a while, +111 T go call a 
Damſcll, who will ſhew thee dire&- 
ly where thou mayeſt find him. 


CHAP. Y. 


Vain-glory keepth the watch ac 
the gates of the Palace of 
Humzlitt, 


JW: tarried pladly till the 
Damſel ſhould come with the 


Porter, and not long after , rhere 
came forth, a very humble and ver- 
tuousLady greeting him very friend- 
ly, and he likewiſe her, ſaying , I 


pray 
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pray thee Lady tell me thy name : 
my name1s { (aid ſhe ) Eſteem me ' 
nothing. And how 15 this houſe cal} 
led, quoth he 2 The Palace of Hu- 
milztie, anſwered fhe, becauſe there 
are many Ladies dwelling i It Ut- 
der one (overalgn called Humz!ztie. 
And whart gentle woman is ſhe (aid 
he ) that watched without ar the 
pares ? She 15 called Pain-glory, att- 
ſwered ſhe, watching continually at 
the gates r1ll they are opened : and + 
whenſoever the Porter lzoketh not 
narrowly to herortaketh ſmall heed 
to his charge , then ſhe preſumeth 
oftentimes to come tn. Wherefore 
wilt thou not ſuffer ro come in, 
ſaid Deſire, ſeing her words , her 
apparell and favour ſeemeth to be 

- honeſt and vertuous ? Ah, brother, 
anſwered ſhe, thou doeſt not yer 
know her for ſhe 15 a moſt peſtiſent 
and wicked creature, and although 
ſhe ſeemerh honeft by her outward 
behaviour, ſhe 1s therefore not any 
rhing the better, butrather the wore 
What 1njury doth ſhe then unto 
thee, ſaid Deſire ? As much as ſhe 
1s able to do, anſwered the Ladie 3 


3 
Fir ſhe is daughter to a wicked fa- 
" þ ther, called Selj-love, and to a wor- 
yt ſer mother,called Selj-concezt. Theſe 
,.* three being oar greateſt foes 1n the 
e world, are yet greater enemies | 
_ to the Lordand Chief of the houſe, - 
called The Love of GON- 
Wilt thou know what 1njury ſhe 
 dothunto us , whemboever ſhe cn- 
treth by one way oranother into the 
houſe ? ſhe 1s very greedy and hun- 

* gry, and runneth preſently to a gar- 
' den, and eateth all the fruits of the 
beſt rree which we have, by the 
which we do live onely and are all 
maintained ; and having bur one of 
theſe trees , which is nor yer very 
fruitfull, when ſhe hath thereof ſtol- 
len the fruits away, we remain very 
poor and are ſcarce able to live. Ze- 
ſides, which 1s far worſe, ſhe is a 
great fl:trerer, and hath ſo ſmo0.': 

a tongue, that whenſoever ſhe is 
come within, there is none that is 

. ableto thruſt her out agzin, but on- 
j ly our ſoveratign Humility, whom 
when ſhe ſeetn , preſently ſheweth 

* her heels and runnerh away, as faſt 
| as ſhe can. Therefore, it !£ eſt not 


F 
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ro let her come in, and to this intent -* 
have we made this Old man our 
Porter, becauſe he is ſome: thing | 
_ and froward,and ſpeed!ly clap 
perth the door to her face, and tak- 
eth great heed rhat ſhe enter not by 
ſtealth or ona (uddain. More-over, 
we have defired him, that he ſhould 
look well to kis charge, in opening 
and ſhutring rhe gates. Deſire won- 
dring at this Ladtes words, ſaid, [ 
Thou haſt reaſon not to (ſuffer her to 
come in, ſeing what great harm 
ye all receive by her. 


CHAP. VI. 
Of the way to Humility. | 


E1I me, ſaid De/re, who brought 

thee in this fair and coſtly pa- - 
lace? TwoLadies, ( anſwered ſhc;) ' 
the one called, Contempt of the world 
and the other , Contempt of her ſelf : 
whereof the laſt 15 more holjer then 
the firſt. Theſe two Damſels djd * 
guide and condudt me hither, and 
deſired our foveraign, that it would 
pleaſe her to entertain me , burſhe 


: would 
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would never have done ir, unleſs 1f 
had been for a certain Knights ſake, 
who met us in the way, and brought 
us hither , and for the love of him, 
gave me this garment, and received 
me into her iervice. Bur 1f GOD had 
not granted us this grace , that we 
had found this Knight in our way, 
we ſhould have taken all this pains 
in vain, for ſhe would never have 
entertained me. How do they call 
this Knight, (quoth Deſire? The Love 
of God ( anſwered ſhe ? ) all which 
1d make Deſire glad , and did in» 
creaſe his defire more to ſerve him, 
becauſe he perceived that the Love 
of GOD was (o much eſteemed of in 
this place. Siſter, ( ſaid Deſire ) of 
what kindred were theſe twoLadies 
who brought thee hither; For it 
profiteth greatly to vertuouſnels, to 
be the child ofhoneſt and godly pa- 
rents , becauſe, for the moſt parr, 
the tree takcth her force from the 
root ? ] know their kindred very 
weli, ( anſwered the Lady) for they 
he of agrear ſtock,and their father 15 
( tor they are fiſters ) one of the 
chicfeſt 


16 The Treaſure 


chiefeſt in the Kings Court, and is 
called Knowledge. Befides, I do * 
know their Grand-father , called. 
Obſerving; a very wiſe and ſen-. 
ſible man , doing all his things with } 
counſel , and advice, Who took a 
wife called iſdom. Then ſaid Deſire 
:he Knight who met thee upon the . 
way, was he alone ? no (quoth ſhe) | 
for he had a Page with him, whom - 
he loved fincerely; and was called : 
Nezghbourly-Love. Canfſt thou nor 
ſhew me ( ſaid Deſire ) whither 
this Knight is gone ? I ( ſaid ſhe ) 
bur firſt, we will go within , and 
I will bring thee to ſome tha: will 
p1ve thee better dircaion. But good - 
Lord, (quoth ſhe) whar doeſt thou 
with this great Maſtiff, He is given 
me, ( ſaid he for at the firſt I had 
but a ſmall one that was brought up 
in my chamber, till I mer aſhep- 
herd, who hath beſtowed this dog 
upon me, to bring me in ſafety 
through this great Forreſt. How 
doſt thou call him (ſaid ſhe ?) Good- 
will ( anſwered kc;) It 15 avery 
good dog ( quoth ſhe ) and if thou 
canſt keep him well , chou ſnalc be 
lure 


—__— 
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V's  wony I VF OQ 9 os. 


- +. 4 


 w—_— 


of the Soul. 17 


ſure, 2s long as he ſhall remain with 
thee, that he will nor ſuffer any 
harm to fall upon thee, and thou 
needeſt not 19 fear that thou ſhak 
go aſtray out of the right way. Tell 
me ( ſaid Deſire ) who ſhall ſhew 


me this Knight ? Brother, (anſwer- 


ed ſhe ) he dwelleth far from this 
place and thou muſt go ſeven dayes 
journey at the leaſt through this 
Deſart , before thou canft come to 
him where he dwelleth. There be 
ſeven houſes in this Deſart , and 
there 1s no other high-way,bur one. 
Bur tor the Love of GOD, I will 
ſhew thee a ſhort foot path , which 
wilſhorten the way, thatthou mayeſt 
cone the ſooner to the journies end 
but thou muſt follow my counſel. 
Deſrre was glad to hear theſe words, 
and chiefly, becauſe ſhe did it only 
for love, and ſaid; whatever thou 
commandeſt me to do, that w1'l I do 
moſt willingly , thereby to find our 
the Love of GOD. 

Ton this Deſarr ( ſaid ſhe) fiand 
eight houſes or palaces; The firſt 
15 the palace of Hmz!ztie ;, the (e- 
cond , of 7uſtice; thethicd. of ;7if- 


' 
O09 
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dom ; the fourth, Fortitude ; the. n 
fifch ; of Temperance ; the fixth , ofy j\ 
Faith : z the ſeventh , of Hope 3 thelc 
eighth , of Charzty ; "and in the laſt] . 
of all, dwelleth the Love of GOD, | 

di 1s ſoveraign of the houſe, and! j 
all this way muſt thou go , ſo thou a 

( 

! 

| 


wilt not go out of thy way. But as: 
I have told thee before fo according 
to my promiſe , will I ſhew theea 
foot-parh to ſhorten thy way. But 
firſt of all , thou muſt dwell for a | 
time here in this houſe for to learn, 
mark , and remember all our man- 
ners , "and become acquainted with 
our ſoveralgn , and her watching , 
maids , and never to forget their 
names , nor their countenances. 
And when thou ſhalc have had a: 
tryall of all belonging to this houſe, 
and ſhalc bring certain rokens from 
us to theDve ofGod, then ſoon willhe | 
entertain thee,for che great afteRion | 
hebearecth to our houſe above any * 
of the reſt,and chiefly, when he ſhall | 
fee I Jetter from our Soycralgn. 

| Wherefore ( demanded Deſire) do- + 
eth this Knight love this houſe | 


wor e 


e,, more chen any other ; for in my 
| judpement Ic 15 the 
eſt of them all ? Thoa muft lnow, 
that this houſe was firſt burkded i 


I© 


ſt 
, 
d 


nn Ai. 
” O00 


df 


| 


- and chief Governour, the firſt foun- 
' der of ir did well hefe; atid #- 
 rhongh he went in h 
times for to ſce the other Ins frieb(s 


m_ — > ff i. ©, 


- - 


| 


L 


- 


he would willmgly renmfnewere for 


hand, and went to ſhew him-< 
the houle. 
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pooreſt,and bar- 


this Deſart, and all rhe reſt are fab- 
je& under it. And our Commenter, 


(s often- 


and fubjes , fo to keep than Mi 
good order , yet norwithflanding 
all rhis , would not be called but 
2 fon of this houſe DeſÞ2 Havidg gi- 
ven a diligent car to Near words, 


 toundhts heart wbe more inflamed 


with love, for he did evficeive her 
meaning very well , and fie : (har 


2a time, O11] he had learned all dir 


 cuſtomes. Let us go witfiin then, 


( ſaid ſhe ) and rook him” by 


che 


CHAP. VEL 


@nſerence betwixt Humility ©Defhes 
B Aﬀey 
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marvelled at the fairneſs and beauty 


ed outwardly but very ſimple , and 
homely, and of no great ſhew, bur 


was within very profitable and ne- : 
ceſſary; the foundation whereof, - 


was nor (et upon gravel or fand,bur 
ag a fair and precious ſtone: And 
afcer he had (aid his pravers ( in the 
Chappel ſtanding in the houſe ) che 
Lady did lead him into the cham- 


ber of her Sovcraign, who received - 


him moſt courteouſly , and becauſe 
the found him ſo adviſed, and cir- 


cumſpe& in all bis words, bade him | 


ro fit down next to her f1de,and (aid 
My fon, wherefore art thou come 
fo us , ſeiog thar we are (o ſimple, 
poor, and deſpiſed ? Ah, moſt re- 
vercnd Lady, aniwered Deſre, I 
ſeek for a Knight, called the Love 
of GOD , and I ain told that I ſhill 
not find him, unleſs I remain for 
a certain time with your Lady ſhip, 
and jt ie would plcaſe you, 1 would 
woſt gladly tacry here at your ode- 

dlence 


Frer that the Lady had ſhews- ; 
cd him all che houſe, he greaily :. 


rhereof, &the more,bccaulic ir ſeem- + 


> wa. was ot | an wa 


| 
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: dience and commandment. Thy 
goodwill , ſaid the Lady , pleaſ- 
ech me well, bur firſt of all, remem- 
ber thy (elf, and have care what 
rhou haſt to do, left thou repent 
| hereafter. God grant me grace 
* (quochhe) ro remain conſtant in 
all vercues, and ſtedfaſt in all God- 
 lineſs. Amen ſaid the Lady. And 
that ir may pleaſe him who hath 
begun in thee a good work, to bring 
ic ro perfeRion ; for it is neceſſary 
n 


that thou ſhouldeſt pat thy hel 

ing hand to It, as much as lyeth 

thee, and that God do accompliſh 
jt. What muſt I do then , ſaid he ? 
] will tell thee, anſwered rhe Lady; 
If thou art minded to remain here 
with us , then thou muſt ſcek to 
keep my daughters favour, who 
broughc thee 1n, and take her as thy 
governeſls, for ſhe is called Eſteem 
nothing. And we have putherin 
thy office to enterr.in ſtrangers, be- 
c.uſe ſhe ſhould inſtru& them; and 
thote that will not be under her 


commandment:, can never remain 
conftant or ſtedfaſt, 1 am ready, 


E 2 quoth 


22 


The Treaſure 


quoth Deſzre, rorake her for my go- 
vernels and guider In all my a&ons 
Bur n:ay 1c pleaſe your Ladyſhip to 
ler me know your name, your Eind- 
red, your cſtate, and by what 
means you are become a Soveraign 
ro all theſe Damſels and Ladies; for 
I was told before I cauzein, that 
It was neceſjary tor me to know all 
this, thar by theſe means I mig;;: 
love your Ladyſhip , and all your 
houſhold the berter ; and likewtſe 
when I ſhould go from hence, that * 
I might give: thoſe that ſhould ack 
me good diregtions and certain :v- 
kens of my former abiding here ? 
My namc ( taid ſhe) is Humility, 


' my fath:cr was called Contempt of him 


ſe!f, and my grand-facher Knowled; 8 
of him(s!f, and my grand-mother 
K-ow7ng of GOD, and my grand-fa- 
ther was born in a Clity.called , Re- 
member what thou art, what thou ba(t 
keen. and what thou (halt be. And 
mv grand-mether wzs born inaCity 
called Komembrance of the Love of 
GOD. And to come to the City 


Wi.cic tlcy WETE DOTN , there are 
bur 


of the Soul. 23 


but ewo wayes , and two gates to 
come in only. The one 15 Himſelf, 
and the orher the Creatures. Beſides 
they ſay , that none can come 1nto 
che foreſaid gares but flying: And 
how the Lord himſelf hath builded 
the City with his own hands, for 
there Is no man-able to build fo 
grear, fair , and ſtrong a City, but 
he only. How , ſaid Deſire? The 
Lord who 1s fo excellent :v1ll he 
buſie himſelf ro make ſuch wals of 
earth? T anſwered ſh- , forhe isa 
cunning Mafon , and d-lighterh 
greatly ro make walles and moun- 
rains of earth. Wherefore doth he 
this, (eing he ne<deth nor wanteth 
nothing , ( quorh Deſire? ) There- 
fore anſ.vered ſhe , hecanſc he is ſo 
bounrifull that he will never be idle 


- In doing good to others. And of all 


that he doth , ſcekerh but every 
mans healrch, reſt and ſalvation, al- 
though the honour hereofappertain- 
eth ro him only. And therefore he 
maketh his works of ſuch ſlighr and 
vile ſtuff as earch , to be the more 
praiſed of all. I marvel, (aid Deſire. 
Þ 2 thar 
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that ſuch a Noble and High LORD 
will be praiſed , and feareth not to 
fall into vain glory ? Not ſo , quoth 
Humilitie, for he is ſo perfe@ in all 
goodnefs, that noimperfe&ion can 
any way touch him. And the glory 
which we do give him is not vain, 
but 15 his due as belonging unto him 
And although we ſhould give him as 
much honour as ever we could, yet 
in no wiſeſhould we pay that which 
we do owe him , and much leſs ar- 
tain to that he is worthy of. And 
therefore he will be praiſed and ho- 
poured, not becauſe he is ambitious 
but becauſc he is the moſt perfett in 
all juſtice and perfe&ion , and will 
that every one ſhould receive that 
which is their own, and due unto 
them : and becauſe we do owe unto 
him, which Is good alone, all ho- 
nour, praiſe and thanks,he will there 
fore in juſtice, that we do give it un- 
to him. And whenſoever any 0- 
ther dath defire to look for it , as if 
Ir were his own, then may he well be 
called vain-glorious , Jing it 
from him to whom it 
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eth, and is worthy of no better title 
then of a thief . thar will ſeem to u- 
ſurp GOD'S ri2hr, which is due onely 
unto his d1vine Majeſtic. 


CHAP. VIILE 
A diſcourſe madt by *Humility. 


Efire aid, I ptay your Ladiſhip 
( ſcing you have ſatisfied me 1n 
the reſt ) torell me by what means 

ou are become a Soveraign to rhis 
houſe for in my judgement, 1t 152 
great honour and credir. And 
perchance it might be my luck to be 
once a commander of ſuch alike 
place, for rhere 1s great difference 
to command,and to be commanded 
The Lady Humility, hearing theſe 
words, began to weep bitterly. 
Wherefore, Deſire demanded her 
the occaſion of her ſorrow & wCeep- 
ing. Then anſwered ſhe : 1 weep, 
becauſe I fee thee outwardly, and 
not inwardly clad with Hamlies 
and carrieſt only the bare name of 
an adviſed man, thy heart and mind 


B4 being 
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being, no*:.victhſtanding far from tt. 
ha vaio haſt thou ſpoken yer to me, 


and till now, haſt rhou diſſembled 


with us all, becauſe ſuch thoughts 
and defires, do utterly diſpleaſe 
my GOD and Father, who being 
manio this world, and having raken 
upon him our ſhape and nature, 
feught not with words or deeds to 
gammand , bur rather to be com- 
manded of the ſimpleſtAnd whoſo- 
evrcr keepeth nor this way , raketh 
the high way to condemnation ; 
mifing the righr path leading ro e- 
zernal life. Ah; 


nougk to comm..nd and govern 
themſelves. Whoſoever hunteth 
after this honour, ſeeketh care,grief 
travel, pain, diſtreſſe and danger. 
 Oheavy burden ! that bringeth to a 
man.ooth pain and grief; and the 


H-will , gata-ſay , and murmuring 
of thoſe that were bound tn duty ro 
recempence labour with thanks and 
thankfulgeſs : which thou ſhalt frnd 
ta:be moſt rrue , 1f chou __ 

ut 


r and miſerable * 
wrezches thac ſeek to command and 


dire&others, having more then e- 


” —_ 
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but a while with us. And becauſe 
I ſhould ſatisfie thee upon thy de- 
demand , I will not hide from thee 
this ſecret, but for the Love of GOD 
open and diſcloſe to rhee my heart. 
When T came firſt co this houſe, IT 
humbled my ſelf as a ſlave and fer- 
vant toall the reſt of the Damſels , 
which lowlineſſeI have conrivually 
ſo loved , and embraced, that the 
mercy of God did marry me to this 
mind, as to a husband, by whoſe 
- means 7 have gotten this office, al- 
though 1didurcerly deteſt it, and 
refaſe ir. When Deſire did hear this 
he honoured this Lady greatly In hls 
, heart, and eſteemed here to be very 
vertuous that would for the Love of 
GOD , become fo humble and low- 
ly : and ſaid, now doe I fee, who- 
ſoever vill become a governour and 
commander of others , muſt firſt of 
; all follow your Ladyſhips ſteps, and 
| learnto be humble andcommanded 5 
Itis ſo, my Son..{ anſwered ſhe? - } 
and if thou diddeft underſtand me 
Tight}, then thou ſhouldeft percieve 
| that they are nor my words, bnt the 
Bs ever. | 


, ; 
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everlaſting trurh. How ſhonld I un- 
derſtand them (quoth Deſire) Thou 
muſt know { ſa1d ſhe) that he who 
humbleth himſelf, ſhal beexalted;al- 
though he doth not humble himielf 
to that intent to be exalted, for by 
theſe means he ſhould fall into pride ' 
and hnmility and pride are contra- 
ries one to another , For if one 
humbleth himſelf in any work 
which he taketh in hand, in no wiſe 
may he become proud ofit. although 
in his work confiſterh hpmility , 
yet in himſelf ( humbling himſelf ta 
ſuch an end as I haye ſpoken of ) 
ſhould conſiſt pride and ambition. 
And becauſe the work takerh his 
Name and title from the intent of 
a mans mind : it happeneth that 
ſuch humihry 15.properly termed, 
with the pame of pride and arro- 
gancy. And to ſpeak more plainly 
ofthis, humility 1s nor alrogecher 
contrary to pride, ſeing they do re- 
main at one time 11 one body rope- 
ther ( which Is contrary to the Na- 
ture of contraries ) bur the ſpirit of 
the one, 15 quite repugnant to the 
other 
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other , ſo that they cannot abid© 
one anothers ſight; for humiltty 15 
only the work, but the ſpiric of hu- 
miltty , maketh a happy end of the 
ſame, together with a good 1acenr, 
for ro humble himſelf. 


CHAP. IX. 


Humilities diſcourſe of the battels be- 
tween the Fleſh and the Spirit. 


His my low mind ( ſaid Humzl;- 
ty ) is my fairhful helper and 
defender, in a batrel which I dayly 
ſuſtain againſt a mighty Princeſs of 
another Palace , who hath a grear 
ſort of Ladies under her juriſdi&i- 
on ; and her court 1s called, The 
Palace of Pride; and the (overaign 
thereof, The pride of Liſt. Every 
day ſhe cometh for ro contend and 

quarrel with me,covering to ſcratch ' 
our my eyes : And bringeth with 
her the Lievtennant ofher houſe, 
commonly called , The Concupiſcence 
of the fleſh ; with her ſteward, The 


Concupiſcence ofthe eyes : rheſe three 
are 


C 


| | 


4 kaeping Scncioel atour door:) do 
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are accompanied, with another wick» 
ed Woman their Mother, who hath + 
nouriſhed themall, called Oblivias i 
Bar becauſe ſhe is oftentimes of no ' 
force . and very weak., therefore *? 
ſhe bringech with her a fooliſh idt- | 
ot, and unbridled watching maid, 
called Maliczouſneſs, b:114es three ' 
otber more, the one called Prath; 
the orher Slothfylnels; and the 
third Envy: And. with theſe two 
laſt, there comes two other, named 
Ill. ſufpition aud Felſe judgement, 
Theſe are altogether my mortal e- 
nemies agunſt whom.I am forced, ; 
te fight, and 4o ſtrive ; and when. * 
ſgeyer they haze - made an cnerance 

here ir our houſe, then by the 

lawaeſs of my mind , I' drive them. 
owe again , and do give chem the 

foy, Bys when I and my company 

haye dane this, then muſt we be 

careful only. but forone thing, which 
is, diligently co look chat this Dam- 

4, called Vain-glory, ( continually 


enter; for whenſqever ſhe com- 


ng 
eqwichin , then ſhe doth rob us o 
2 
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; all the.profite., delight , and plea- 
' ſure, which we did take 1n over- 
; coming the others ; (o that we can 
* -no wiſc enjoy the fruirs of our pain 
# andtravel. And when theſe other 
| Ladies ( (aid Defire ) myke an en- 
C trance here within, tor ro.endam- 
mage you 3 wherefore. doth not ſhe 
that ſtanderh:wichour ar the. gares, 
come in «vith chem? Becauſe, ( ant» 
ſvered Humlity)rhat the other La- 
dies have wings, and never enter 
through the door , bur flic alwayes 
over the walls of the houſe; and 
frenti!mes do hide themſelves in 
Swe corner of the houſe, and ly in 
ambuſh for to aflault us when we 
think leaſt upon chem. Therefore 
It 1s moſt-neceſlary ' that we ſhould 
watch and ward- continually , that 
we be not aſſaulced,being altogether 
unprovided for to fight. Let us 
ſpeak ſomeching more plainer. of 
* this painc(quorh De/;re.)Wherefore 
| do you. contend and ſtrive with 
them, ſeingyr 1s not well done to 
giyean evil cxample to others:which 
happeneth , when men ſee ſuch 
Jarres,. 
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jarres, ſtrifes , and contentions bee 
tween wiſe and podly people, who 
ſhould be merciful, meck and boun- 
tiful for the Love of Goa towards 
every body. We battel and con- 
trend with them , ( ſaid Humzlity, ) 
and ſeek ro drive them out of our 
houſes, becauſe they are mortal ene- 
mies to the Love of God, who 1s our 

only Land-lord, and 1n matters 
| *_ are contrary unto him, we 
ſhould not will nor contraQ, or en- 


rer in League with any body. 


C.1t-A-P; © 


A diſcourſe of the Concupiſcente of the 
fleſh, and how to overcome it. 
| T7 good-will and loyalty which 
Lady Humility did bear to the 
Love of God,d1d ally delight 
Defire, and ſaid ; Madam, I would 
be glad that it would pleaſe your 
Ladyſhip to ſhew and teach me the 
means whereby you do uſe to over- 


come theſe wickedLadies your ene. 


mites, and drive them out of your 
honſe, 
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houſe. T would to God, anſwered 
ſhe, that thou were herein ſarisfied: 
burbecauſe. Ido not yerknow thy na- 
ture will .&mind,bur only by certain 
exrernal fipns, whereby one may he 
deceived, ir cauſerh me ſome what 
to doubt of your honeſty : for ho- 
ney is not ſweet to every body , for 
the diverſity of ſundry natures and 
complexions. My Soveraign, quoth 
Drfre , even as Jam here, and as 
your Ladyſhip doth ſee me, fol 
yeeld my ſelf into your power , my 
reaſon and will wholly ſubmicring 
to yours,that I might receive inſtru- 
Rions by theſe means for to find our 
the Love of Gord. Moſt willingly will 
I then ſatisfie rhy mind , anſwered 
Humility, and ducloſe all my ſecrets 
and communiteate unto thee my 
d. 11v exerciſes Firft ofall, my godly 
pretence and purpoſe being my hus- 
band ( whereof I have ſpoken unto 
thee hefore) made me by the-means 
of contempr, to overcome the world 
and by chaſting and faſting to rule 
my own fleſh, and to vanquith Satan 
by humnliry , and make me Sove- 

raign 


© 
—  — 


{ : 
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raign of this houſe, but chiefty of 
my (elf, which is the moſt ofall. 
For: when my fleſh feeleth that I 
travel and endeavour to pleafe the 
Love of God , then ir doth refit mg 
with althis crue, and is continually 


diſquieted with my doings , but 


| 
| 


T7 x" a "+ ho oo. TT ——_— TY 


nevertheleſs my ſoul doth then re- 


ar-the words of the Lady Humility, 
and ſaid , I pray your Ladyſhip, 
thet it may pleaſe you to inftru& 
me by ſome fimihrude in theſe 
thiags, for T am ſomewhat dull of 


mainin peace , cotitentment , and 
quietneſs. Deſire did marvel greatly. 


underftanding, fo that I ſhall better . | 


conceive your meaning by an exam- 
ple - or compariſon. This motion 
did greatly pleaſe Humility, and 


thedulneſs and groffenefs of his wit 


child , whenſoever any of the fore- 


chiefly, becauſe ſhe ſaw how he did 
begin to wax humble, in confeſſing 


aud underſtanding , and ſaid : My' 


ſaid women do enter in; then I | 


behave my ſelf In this ſorr : as for 
example, when Concupz/cence of the 


ſtrive with me be 
fifa beginning to ſtrive wi nee 
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| tore ſhe is able to come to me, I 
know her, and her conditions very 
| well, for ſhe 1s very glutronous , aud 
' gathereth forces by eating & drink- 
' jngz cherefore, I withdraw from her 
, alldaintykinds of meay@will notgive 
her (omuch of ordiaary dyet , as ſhe 
. doth deſire co have .Andbecauſc my 
forces are not able ro withitand 
_ or to vanquiſh her, ( for mime ova 
houſhold cometh to aid and aflift 
| her ) Icrave and. call for lelp at 
| the hands of God, who ſtanderth 
almayesat my fide,to ſtrengthen me 
againſt, cheie wicked women. More- 
over, t decfteem my ſelf ro oc as 2 
| beaſt , whodoth cat no more then 
| his Maſter doth give and allow him 
| Bur when his Maſter ſeeth thar he is 
greedy at his mear, he dot!) ;cftramn 
Ins mouth with a muſſ- , oecauſe 
he ſhould not cat bur at ſuch times, 
. | and ſuch as it doth pleaſe him to 
elve unro him. Whereſocc the 
' Love of GOD, my only Maſter, hach 
pur about my mouth-a muſle, called 
Sobrzety; that | ſhould cat ng more 
then will ſuffice nature , and os 
t 
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told me , that I (hould of thatye 
fomerhing withdraw, if I would 
pleaſe him. In this ſort 1s this wick 
ed Lady vanquiſhed and overcome, 
as much as 1t doth concern my own 
ſelf. Bur becauſe ſhe doth nor onh 
aſſault me with mine own fleſh, bu 
by orhers , doth provoke and dray 
me to ſenſuality and uncleanlineſs. 
therefore I avoid her as much as | 
am able,eſchewing all things where. 
by ſhe ſeeketh to intice me to her 
love and liking ; efſteeming this to 
be the beſt and only remedy to 
eſcape her ſnares and deceits. Fur- 
thermore, ſhe aſſauvlteth notonly 
my body, but alſo my mind with db 
vers and ſtrange 1maginations and 
thoughts : for the which to avoid 
likewiſe, I judge 1t the beſt remedy 
to caſt my mind upon my Saviour 
Chriſt, and conrinually to behold 
his death, paſſion and martyrdome;; 
as alſo ro remember the pains of hel, 
the !iaitneſle of the laſt Judgement 
and myfinall end , and that I muſt” 
appear before the Tribunal Seat of 
God, to give an account of all my 

words, 
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words thoughts and deeds. And by 
theſe means this wicked woman 1s 
overcome , vanquiſhed , and quite 
overthrown, being Lievtenant to 
the Palace of Prede. 


CHAP XI 


A diſcourſe of Humility, freaking a- 
gainft the Concupiſcence of the eyes 
and pride of life, 


T availeth not to overthrow the 
one , unleſs I ſhould endeavour 
my ſelf alſo to vanquiſh the other 
her fellow and companion , who Is 
Sreward of this ungodly palace , 
and 15 called Concupsſcence of the eyes. 
And ofrentimes the offereth firſt the 
combat; bur I overcome her by 
my godly 1nrenr and purpoſe, ſaying 
whenſoever ſhe 1s re.dy to come, In 
vain doſt rhou ſeek tro aſſanlr me, 
for 1 am nor unlike rq a beaſt , rhat 
doth care for nothing , but what 
is before him,and eſtcemeth ofno o- 
rher (aperfluirie, but what he need- 
eth, and there-withal is contenred 
being 
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| being nothing curious in that whicit « | 
he lacketh, nor careful wherher theF | 
faddle and che rrappinos are clean, i 
neat or old,or whether the ſtable or} | 
manger be alrogether fit for him or ; 
[ 
| 
| 
Y 


| not, bur iSſufficiently ſatisfied when 
| he.may ſtand orly , for to take hls 
| natural reſt, And becauſe I eſteem 
| my (elf to be ſuch another for the; 
Love of God , I will uſe my body 

| according as they are uſed : for. ; 
| when the Maſter doth perceive that * \ 

they wax wild. and ſtubborn, hey f 
' _  purteth 2 bir and bridle in their} 
\i mourh to rule them after his own 
| . will. Likewiſe hath the Love of Go 


_— 


|. bridledme with abit called Shawe- 
|. fafineſs, thatI ſhould not curioufly 
behold and Tove vanity , for it is 
dangerous to behold that which is 
forbidden ro be delired and covet- 
| ed, Wherefore the Love of God 
f hath given me warning, whenſoever 7 
| I ſhould come to ſee a thing which 
is beauriful,comely and deltghrſome 
ro the eyes, that I ſhould nor ſet 
my mind upon it,but ſhould diſdain '« 
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| it as-atrifle of nothing , and ſhould - 
con- 
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* continually love , and behold the 
> chiclefi ſelicity , being a treaſure 
not ſubjed to mutability, or uncon- 
-ſtancie , which 1s my only Saviour 
JESUS CHRIST, who doth (cek and 
demand my heart and love, and will 
moſt zountifully reward me for the 
jame. And by theſe contemplations 
[ overcome the other Damfel. Now 

| wlicu theic two are driven away, 
JT, there reficch yer the laſt who » 
Ft. chc:1r (Overaign to be vanquiſhed, 
* who ljath mcre deceit and ſubritry 
A Ae 2il the teſt, and watcheth con- 
tinually over che good works of fa 
F man, and is called the Pride of Life 
And whenſocver the comerh , ſhe 
1s alway) c5 accompanied with one 
Page or 2 other; riie one called 
£004 , and the other, evil zntent. 
But ſo ſoon as 1 do efpy her , then 
&J ul(c her 1n this fort; and tg] her, 
&y Avoid thou wicked and deceitful 
'$zr:n, for if 1 ſhould give car to thy 
ſweer poiſoned words,I ſhould draw 
pon me a ſea of calamities and mt- 
ferics. And although thou counſel- 
Gl mc , that I ſhould grudge yt he 
Alte 


CEE 
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chaftnings and commandment of 0- 
thers; yetT will not hearken to thy 
words, for I tell thee plain, I think 
that he loveth me, who doth chaſten : 
and rebuke me ; ſo that I come nor 
to fhame, and be utterly caſt away. 
Sometimes ſhe dath preſent her ſelf 
under the colour of Envy, and tells : 
me , This body is 1n ſuch authority in 
and this hath ſuch a commandment 

but no body efteemerh of thee. The 
one is Soveratgn , the other Liev- 'd 
rennanr, the ocher Steward & over- '» 
ſeer of the other : bur thou arc ac- bw 
counted but as a Kitchin-drudge, im 
being notwithſtanding, as old and in 
as good as any of them all. Thon {hi 
art wirhout office or commandment fau 
& eſteemed amongſt them as a ſlave 4m 
of all ſlaves, becaulc they never com- 
mic any charge to thy hands; there- 
fore thou mayſt well (ce, thar he 
who doth moſt, is lea confidered 
of. Hereafter then uſe thy (elf other 
wiſe, for whoſoever maketh him- 
ſelf a Sheep, the Wolf will quick- 
ly eat and devour him. Thelc and4 F? 
ſuch like things doth ſhe caſt before It 

[KC, 


[ 


- 
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me, and cometh diſſembling-wiſe 

ro me, alchough I knew her not, 

\nor could perceive from whence 
' theſe lamenrabvle words did (piing 

and grow. Whercupon I anſwered 

her in this ſorc , Content thou thy 

ſelf, I have not forſaken the world 

; and mine owa (elf, ro rule and com- 

 Tanad others, bur to be governed 
and commanded my (elf; Long 

! agone have [ purpoſed to be obe- 

 \dienc , and therefore I will do that 
- {whereunto I am called, For GOD 
- $will never ask an account of rhecoin- 
, \mandment which I have had here 
{ }In this world, and how highly I 
1 (have been advanced in office and 
uthority, bur how I have behaved | 

e my (elf in mine eſtare ; how I have 
- fexccuted thoſe things which were 
ommanded me; how I have hum- 
ed my heart cowards him; There- ' 
Pore I will diligently exccute the 
ocation whereunto God hath cal- 
cd me, and not tro meddle with 
c- Þther mens Office and Aufthoritics. 
4F5rTl am aflured of one thing, that. 
reItisa ſtep and depree ro ſalvation 
b ©2 
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| to be obedient, duriful and humble RK: 
from which no man can fall, bur by 
an aſpiring mind. And therefore LF 
have no occaſion to complain for 
this my baſeneſs ſake, but rarher the 
more to thank and praiſe the Lod, 
and greatly to rejoice that he hath 
raken away from me all occaſions 
of fear and peril , whereuno hoe- | 
nour aud authority both ofrenuimes | 
icad and bring a man. And herein. 
ler St. Aguiiine athsfy thee , Andax 
x0thing bave 1 felt more Gods wrath. 
| then when be apposnted me tarule and | 
# govern others. And therefare , my 1 
| ſon, marvel not of this, far even as 
this Damſel ( who is Soveraign of 
the palace of Prid:) is more ad- 
\ difted and given to all manner of 
iniquity and wickedneſs , fo we one; 
our fide had need to be the more 
ciecumſpedt , ſtrong. and diligent, 
for to arold her ſoars and fubwtliie 
And to be ſhore , I will ſhew r 
here a thing of no ſmell impertance| 
| being aremedy whereby thou may 
| eſt venquifh and overcome all theſe 
wicked crue together at once , « 
| cle! 
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every one apart: For when one 
* of chem cometh, whoſoever ſhe be, 
M complaining- wiſe , do then as I 
do, namely, when the Concapz/cence 
of the fls,5 cometh, complaining, that 
they give her too little ,, ang too 
cold cheer , or that her drivk 1s 
too ſmall, or too ſowre ; then I an- 
ſwer her, Ic is moſt certain that he 
who hath more then he deſerveth, 
hath no reaſon or occaſion ro com- 
plain; and thow-doſt nor deſerve a 
; cruſt of bread, or a cup of cold 
water, as the beſt of Saints have | 
' confeſſed, in truch of themſelves, 
and therefore thou doſt deſerve a 
great deal leſſe , whoart nor to be 
compared unto them in holineſs of 
' life, being (o unſtedfaſt in Gods ſer- 
vice, and {o unthankful for his bene- 
fits. What occaſion haſt thou then to 
complain, ſcing thou haſt more 
I. wort of! And the ſame 
her likewiſe when the miſliketh her 
apparel. The like anſwer 1 give unco 
the other, called Concupiſcence of the 
eyes when ſhe ſtires & provokes me 
e! with the defire of covering this ac 
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that, (irying © my (elf, O tho; 


SEE wrerch , chat which 


- a che coloar of 
need, is ſu ty, and core 
ro the poverty of che irtr. And &. 
tie is nor by hog 
et notwi 
3c der dirwiaith ; at the leaſt _- 
ff}-tove and In our vertyes, | 
And we Ch 
the Name of Chr 
ſhamed to de with 1d ver- © 
tues then the Heathens & Idolaters \ 
= + _ whom Seneca was the | 
CT ers of verraous 
E in his 


te is yer mankfeſtly to be 
im hisworks and wr 


anfwer Tinakee to the ring Dam- | c 


3 - 
Ke ime with a defive to be 


he, 
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nor needeſt nothing, O unhappy 
creacure ys thou art !- open but o11;y 
thy blinded eyes, and confeſs that 
thou haſt more then r};ou deſerveſt 
or art worthy of. Be contented wich 
what God ſend: th chee , and with 
thine own eſtate,: and periwaie 
thy (cf , that ell rhings which do 
happen, do come to paile by Gods 
ordinance ana appointmeme. 


CHAP. XII. 


A diſcourſe of the wayesand means to 
vanquuſt the wicked Danſels. 


WW Hen theſe three are over- 
* come, then cafily mayeſt 
thou overchrow her, who 1s their 
turſe,and mother . called Oblivion, 

v ho comes creeping into the houſe 
chrough a rhoutand holes;ſomerimes 

ſhe finds her (elf in the morn- 
jog, ſometimes in the eveni 
prayers, and ſometimes \Þ our wo 

>» and laboy; : And alwayes I rebuke 
| her 1n this fart; I cell thee, woman 


4 


thexe 
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there is no man thar keepeth a beaſt 
in his ſtable to be tdic alwayes, and 
to take his pleaſure onely in cating, 
drinking , an fl:epiny , bur thar 
he _ worke daily wich ſome 
courage, For whenſdDev-r a beaſt is 
noc rAned with working , faſting, 
aud watching . he growern quick 
ſtubborn & ſtiff-necked ag-ionft h 
maſte: .Burwhen rhemaſterſeerththar 
he 1sſlow, and nothing quick, then 
he uſeth a god or ſpar,to drive and 
prick him forward. Even fo hath 
tie Love of God procured for me a 
rod, called Fear, where5” hedrives 
mc forward. And I that an aſer- 
vant , and* the pooreſt of all the 
houſe , know very wrll that 1 ſlave 
1s nor kept , but for ro worke and 
travel, and no body ſhould make 
great accounr of i , or eaſ: hs 
rask. or feed him 4aincily hecauic 
he ſhould nor wax roo void, or :00 
ſtu>Horn: foi there 1s no worſe man 
then a wicked priſoner. Further, I 
ask her, whethes the Kingdom of 
heaven 1s r5 be gotten with earing: 
drinking, ſleeping , 2nd (ecureneſs 

C 3 of 


| 
BB 
, 
; 


head wilt 


this fort. And ſei 


of life ? Not (o truely, for our Sa- 
v1our Chrift did nor enter into it in * 
np that he whb is 
our onely guide, did not take this ' 


way to chicher , but by pains 


and (| 
| 


wil abrain the ſame joy, t 


rings, entered ipto ever- 


ferings and poverty 


go this way , and the feer 
| r, the body ſhall never be 
Joyned and come to! 
we do not kccpthe h 


way of (yf- 


we catt in no wiſe be incorpo- 


her. And If 


bleſicdnels : therefore, If we 


are ' 
we forced ro walk in theway of (uf-. 


: for when the 


fering, rravel, pain, and conternpr, 
then 


rated, bur thall be cur off as unpro- - 


firable membets and branches, and 
be caſt into hell fire. And if we re- 
fuſe to be partakers of his Croſſe 
and paſſion , rhen we ſhall not par- 
ricipate of his joyes and reſurreRi- 
on. And if we donor find Chriſt, 
j our fleſh, as he was 


n _—_— 

whipped, ſpirted at, diſpiſed , wea- 

ried, poor, hungry, thirſty, and ſuf- - 

fering death berween two theeves, 

as an i!|\ doe; being nevertheleſs 
withour 


» 


” 
| . 
. 


| 
| 


withour ſtain or ſpot , and altoge- 
ther innocent: then we are fare 
never to taſte of his joyes, end enjoy 


. * his Jorely and ſweet countenance, 


I 


} 


* me, whenl am in my chamberat 


being now made King of all kings, 
2nd Lord of all lords : ſometimes 
this wicked wornan comes to afſaule 


my prayers.a|though ſhe were wea- 


ried and troubled whh roo mach 
hear or froſt. Then I rel her, wo- 
man , 2 deyovt Darnſel feeloth no 
tediquſncſs of nC—_— 
2 


what ſhall I pay ro the Lord 
for all chat he hath given 


?Whar 


rough meer Love , hath fot his 
life upon the Crofle, not lying thee 
at bis ownpleeſure, 2s Ido heres 
but was thrown moſt cruelly upon 
it, and there ſtrercht out as with a 
rack , not clothed , but naked; nor 
under a cover , but under the bare 
Skic 3 nor with warm fhoes on his 
feet, bur pierced with great & cold 
irog nails, and all this for my ſake. 
Wherefore then ſhould 1 grudge to 


C4 ſuffer 


ſifffer a thing. bf nothing , for roy 
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love of him; All which 1s yer (malls; 
In compariſon of the reſt ? For he} 
hath not only moſt gladly and wil. 
ingly for my ſake, ſuffered the mj- 
ſeries and calamities-of rhis lite;riot 
for an hour, a day. or a moneth,. 
but for three and thirry years toge- 
ther ; and beſides, remained three 
hours alive upon the croſs , in ſuch + 
pain, grief and martyrdome , that * 
no _ is able ro ſpeak it, or any | 
underftanding co conceive or com- 
prehend it ; all which ſeemed lictle 

unto him for the great love and af- .. 
feRion te did bear to all apn-kind; - 
and particularly to every one of us, | 
and wouſdthave ſuffcred much more 

Kir hid been neediull : he norwirh;. ! 
ſtanding being a King, and 1 worſe + 
then a ſlave; he God and | more | 
viler then the carth , duſt or aſhes; | 
he moſt holy and innocent, and Ta 
great and grievous ſinner , worthy 
of ſevere, puniſhmenr.* And ſeing 
he hath done all this for my ſake, 
ſhould I think ir too much to do any - 
thing for the Love of him ? And ha | 
the ' 


; 
| 


\ for it is writtzn , Curſed is he wha 


* gently. and carcleſly. For he can- 
* notabide thar- one ſhould ſerve or 
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- the ſery:ne berrer then the Maſter ? 
' Therefore Oblivion avoid , for iris 
' no pain to me to be here, (civg 1do 
not ſuffer any gricf or adverſity; 


And uvlefs I ſhould do this with a 
a good will , or (piricual pleaſure, 
the hand of God might fall upon me 


doth the work of che Lord negli- 


' offer the ſacrifice ofpraiſe and pray» 


. both aſſail me, c 


ers unwvillingly: but 1s pleaſ-d when 
they ſpring and come out of - joyful 
and unfained mind. When now 
this old and accurſed wretch 1s over- 
cone, then muſt we endeavour our 
ſelves ro vanquith the other foolifh 
watching maids , whom the worſer 
they are, of the greater, and of more 
force are their temprations and 
aſſaillings : and the leſfſe rhey are 
morrified , the uneafier are they to 
be rebuked and overthrown. Now 
when the firſt, whereof have (po- 
ken, called Mgliciouſneſs. accompa- 
nied wirk her hrer wrath, doth 
- I give che n 
Gs - ehis 


2 0 


y (> « i= jy , ; fs 
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ſoon ſpy and hate mine awy faules- 
herein then ſhould 1 curſe or 
wiſh any harm to them, who do that 
which 1 wenld endeavonr to do wy 
ſelf ? I will therefope coanchade,and 
there-withall drive thee away from 
me. Thoſe ther do report ll of ms 
ond ſcek to hinder me , are 
A Mike nk. a1 
ng that , am Ino 
commanded to love, and in no wile 
to hate them z by force andvertue 
ofthe compmenditenr. Lacks neigh- - 
bour as thy ſelj? And whenſgever 
ſhe 9 aſſault me with anorher of 
her ſervanrs,called Exvie, who brille- 
eth with her at ſwerd, 
commonly rermed , Spigbt at-ano- 
they mans corporal end ſpirieuct vir- 
tas, Then ] anſwer her as follawerh 
CRT ES won and pla 
that 8 FEROWOUL 
demſcl-for fhe withereth, confum- 
dro pagdry 
reviverh agala, and re- 
_. at their raiſery and adver- 


fity. Bat now 6s ry ater; ) Thou 
ſayeſt 


— 


$4 The Treaſure 


ſayeſt that others arc indued with 
grearer wealth, beaurie,and berrer 
pifrs ofnaturethcn T,, wherein I do 
rejoyce , and account me the hap- 


pier; for in this, and in the life.co 


come, 1defire, nor wiſh for nothing 
but for Jeſus Chriſt who 1s rhe An- 
gels ant my onely treaſure 3 mine, 
and all Creatures beauty ; my gatn, 

and the fountain of all goodneſs. 

Therefore, let thoſe love the orher 

things thar will,as for me.I do thirſt 

after nothing , but after Chriſt and 
his Love. For there 1s no excep- 
tion of the rich and poor,of the foul 
and fair with him, but he regarderh- 
oocly the humblenefſs and lowlineſfs 
of the ſpirit. And thou ſayeſt that 
others do poſſeſs ſuch and , fuch 
wealth, and that they receive great 


gifrs, ind I none atal}: and I fay, 


raat although they enjoy all this, 
that T poſſeſs yet much more then 
they, for'T bear ſo great and noble a 
mind, that 1 efteem ir a great baſe- 
nefs to ſetrhe my heart upon- ſuch 
mean, vile*and tranfirory ehings,” 
a3 all earthly rhings are. Bur oy 
| W1 
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th will overthro's thee with humility, 
er | wher of 1 hear thenam« Erei] thee, 
do © that the cinil4ren ofGei « ore <lypo- 

{ es 1ll theie pif-s & \nany more.and 
nor thar 1 am bur a ſlave, and nor 

' worrhv.of the leaſt of rheſe chings. 
Then ſhe turneth her b. ck quickly, 
» and preſently affaulte;h me with a 
ſpiritual envy of another mans good- 
neſs and holineſs of life, ſaying, this 
man is more adviſed, more fervent 

' in prayers. quierer , more morrifi- 
! ed , and ſoherer then rhou art : 
, Whereupon I do anſwer her, and 1 
' | fay , Let us now ſpeak with reaſon; 
- F Wherefore ſhould I ſpight at this , 
ſs * ſeing they prick me forward to god- 
at” ; lineſs, and give me an occaſion to 
:h | rejoice , when I ſce that my good 
' Lord and Maſter hath ſuch ſervants 
: who are fo fervent and holy , and 
| do love him ſo much without dif- 
 fimularion. Therefore, the more 
Iam bound to pr.y , that it would 
pleaſe his divine Majeſty to beſtow 
more gifts and graces upon them, to 
the end he might he pratſedand ho- 
noured- the more by them. For if 
\ onc 
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not be glad that he were | 
loved,and honoured of all the w 

and thar he likewiſe ſhould enri 
them with remparal and fpiritual 
riches and blefleduefs? Avoid there. 
fore thou accurſcd and wicked 
creature, for thou khoweſt not whay 
chariry means, ſeine thou arr the 
brood of ſo wicked a Damſcl.There- 
fore I tell thee father , 1 would be 
glad (- (6 char fr might ke withour 
the da of my ſalvation)ehgr my 
Lord and .God ſhanld deprive me 
of all theſe bodily and {ſpiritual gifts, 
where-withall f am enducd; and 
beftawe them. upon others , who 
ſhould uſe them þerter ta his glory, 
ho am unworthy of the 


then 1] w 


unthankfully have entertained his 

racesapd frours ſo abunda 

adorns bor? dts 
elſe, t and pr 

of my Lord and Miſter _—_ 

c upon my own charges 

nga my. (elf ſhould receive ws 


one did love his maſter » would "A 


' 
" 


; 


| 


ground wheregn I creed; and moſt © 


Wy be- 
Nne- 


mceny by 43.85 all. Poſkthouner 


know, 
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| * know, that our God doth all things 
he. in great wiſdom ? He knoweth the 
" reffels before whereirito he poureth 
his graces, and becauſe he knew me 
! ro be unfit for ſuch fayours, for my 
uncleannefle and prides fake , that 
would be puft &.q with a vaſn pre- 
ſumprion of my "letf, mine own 
works and vertues , therefore hath 
his wiſdom not begtrifled me with 
chem, and yer Iam well contented, 
and will defire no more then 1 atn 
able to uſe, both rohils glory, avd 
 mjne ownfalvarion. | 


CHAP. XI17. 


| A diſcourſe of the wayes and means 
bow t0 overcome all manzer of 
wickedneſs. 


Alicinyjneſs third dav heer 1 's 
$1»%thſulneſs, wha is of g won- 
derful wicked nature, hae ſhe is 
jo a!l ſpiritual aRjpns A 
cexn God , in whom conſifteth our 
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to aſſault me, then 1 do wichſtand: 
her with theſe armovurs; In valn;] 


doſt thou ſeck. thou accucſed wretch 


to draw me from my prayers and. 


ſpiritual exerciſes. ::nd rherefore to 
overcome thee-, 1 will be more di- 
I1gent,and zealous 10 praving, watch- 
ing and faſting , to paſs my. ime 
in godly contemplations. And when 
ſhe ſceth that thus I pr: pare my 
ſelf ro the combate, ſhe raketh ano- 
thet courſe with me , and ſayeth, 


Doſt thou not ſee and perceive that + 


thou art altogether without fervency 


ſtomack, whereby God 1s rather 
provoked unto anger, then thereby 
leaſed; and rather tempted, then 
onoured ; who doth defire to be 
ſerved with a burning zeal, and joy- 
ful mind, and not with an unwilling 
and drowfie heart. Wh: reupon I 
do anſwer as followeth; Avoid hence 


thou brood of Satan , too well doI 


underſtand thy mcaning ; for thou 
muſt know ir Mags, ©. times I do 
pleaſe God mach more when (herve 
him at mine own charges, ” 


- 


and that thou ſhalt pray ag. 1nſt thy 


| 


Wham Van, Fs. ©, 
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+ our cornfort agaln : and alchough 


| we feel alwayes in us a good-wi 
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he beſtoweth a great abundance of 
grace upon me ; for It is an caſie 
thing for him to (wim that is hol- 
den up by the chin. Doft rhou not 
know that he withdraweth ſome- 
rimes his gracesfromus, for to try 
what we will , or are able to do our 
ſelves? And when he ſeerh'thart we 
do offer and preſent unto him all 
our abilities, and do all that lyerh 
in us, he doth then at convenient 
time chrough his mercy , increaſe 


we be 
we ſhould 


rived of chat zeal which 
e,yernorivi —_— 


and defire co perform ir. and a miſ- 
liking of that which we do: and 
doſt thou ask rhen wherefore I do 
embolden my (elf to pray. b-1ng al- 
together faint ſlow, 404 of no zeal? 
And moreov-r,art thouno! 4 himed 
to ſay. , thar in ſo dnivg 1s orempt 
God? FrctI thee .. If IT had y-r lefs 
fervency then I '1ave ;' yer { vol 
nor he afraid ro do this . and would 
pr:ſent my ſelf h fore mv Lord.and 
ſay nothing unto him, nor crave any 


thing 
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thing at his hand , but only ſtand. 


before him ſhewing , him honour | 


and reverence, hopingthat he is pre« 


ſent, and doth vouchſafe to behold &; 


and regard me , and thar he which 


heart whenſoever it ſhal pleaſe him. 
For I will yeeld my (elf altogether 
1oto his hands, and ſubmit my w 
and my ſelf wholly to bim : 
know fpreher,the colder and faipret | 
Iam, the more need I have ta ap 
near to the fire: For if | 
bould go away from tt, Tſhould be | 
worlſer, and wax colder, Aveid thoy 
_ L ops , for I © (oh let. 
ry (elf ro prayer, or to ſpl 
covteraglations, and ather abt | 
exerciſes , for ro receive thereby. ! 
comfort only ; or becauſe .I find in © 
it a ſweet and pleaſant raſte , byr 
to ſerve my Lord and God ; and | 
befides, 1 know his will for to do it 
exerciſing my ſelf ro the glory of , 
his Narve, in all verruc and holineſs ' 


Now when this uv ickedDamſel doth 
perceive that ſhe is nor able ro draw 
me om the love of my God by 


theſe 


| 
| 


is the fire of love, will kindle my |. 
;{ 
tb 
\b 
t 


( 


| 


f 
ſ 


k 
C 


] 
| 


| 


means , ſhe turneth her afide 
ndeavours to alienate the from 


a, 


$ ye love-of my Neighbour , by the 


d 
h 


Ip of theſe rwo other foreſaid 

ſels, called 1! ſuſpition, and © 
or light judgement , for to deſpife 
F {them in my heart, and judge therh 
l \to be wicked and malicious, ſaying 
T {before my eyes,all that which mighr 
r& breed jn me (ome 111 ſuſpition of 
* {them; for by theſe means co intice 
Tt me to give a falſe and rafh judge- 
- |menr of their doings. And to b 
q their purpoſe to better cifeR, rey 
& | come accompanied with Marmuring 
u [DrÞiſe and Beck-biting: Bur pre- 
Tt /ſently 1 anſwer them as ft followethz 
X It doth not become a ſlaye to ſufpet 
| 


' {ill of his berrers; finners ſhould oor 
Y * rouch ſacred things : 1 muſt eſteem 
A * every body to be good and holy, ac- 
/ count my ſelf to be wicked and a 
» ſnner,nort knowing whar every mari 
may be 1n the fight of God , or elſe 
; what his latrer end will be . But as 
. roncerning my felf, I know whom, 
' and whatl am, #nd to what end 
the feel of my defires , wickedneſs 
| and 


—_— OOO Votinnnl® IO Son , -- 
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? mercy of 'God came not to aid of 
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an1 #ungodlineſs. would bring nd. 
carry me; namely into hell , if rhe 


aſhſt me. Therefore I have enou 
ro do with my ſelf, and co ſee whe. 
ther my cthoughes, deeds, ard con» 
ſcience he good ; for Lknow my 
ſelf, an1 not other men. As concern. 
in2 others, I will take and chuſe 
the ſureſt, which | is, to think well 
of them all , wherewith IT hal looſe 
nothing , ur may profice and ad- 
Vance nuch. For 1t is dangerous to 
refuic the certainty for the uncer- 
rainty : and charity thinketh no- 
Nani. Moreover, who hath ordain- 
ed m2 a judge herweenG14 and m 
ncigi1bour , between him and his. 
cpiice ? truly no bo ly. Theres, 
fore avoid , the judgement here- 
of belongeth to God only, for jc 15he. 
thar ſeeth the inward thoughts, and. 
rtryech every mans ſecrets. More- 
over, Il! ſuſpition proc: ede'h from), 
the devil, and is quite contrary to, 

brotherly uniry , and cauſeth great | 


ſtrife amongſt friehds, which a mn 


may find to be true by daily exper1- 
ence : 
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ence : for if a huſband raketh an 
evil (uſpirion againtt his wife, and 
ſhe doth perceive ir, alchough ſhe 
{ had b. en before the honeſteſt of all 
her godly neighbours,ſhe wil quiek- 
ly turn her chaſtity 1nto all manner 
of wickedneſs and difloyalty. For ir 
js moſt true that Seneca ſaid I! ſuFÞpi- 
tion cauſed many men to ſin. What al- 
| rough rhey have erred , pe hi 
they are fallen rhrough weakneſie, 
alga ta. great temptations, 
but notwitaſtanding all th1s, Iſhoule 
por tMtrefore hate them, or elſe 
ea light judzement of their do- 
Tings, bur "the Love of Goa ſhould 
evrn all ro the beſt, ſhould ſuffer, 
ry, and have compaſſion on them: 
f thou wilt nor yet grant me this, 
then I tell thee . thar it is Gods Ju- 
$ſtice and Judgement , whoſe provi- 
dence doth bring all things co paſs, 
m © which in no wiſe we are able to 
co comprehend ; and in ſuch ſorr, that 
1x ; Cen as he never ceaſerh todo good 
n $29 us, fo he permitteth theſe 
; faults, and rurneth them to the ad- 
. . vantage and profite of thoſe that 
-**xce fallen, or clſc of theirs thar 


md 
the 
or 
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do behold them. Therefore trout 
me no more, for he that takerh 
on him to judge ocher men prefury; 
aþ upon the title of God ,&cremet 
ber what happened to thy fathet 
when he would have been like uny 
God,and therefore I have reaſon w 
take warning by his and other 
miſhap and misforrune , to ha 


ſpecially ro mine own aRions ar 
doings. - 
CHAP XIV. 


£1 

The Exerciſes of Lady Humility. 
Ds being firicken in a ma? 
at Lady Humzlities words, (ai 
Now firſt I do underftand th 
which loog agone I have heard « 
Anceſtors tell , bur yet never 
any tryal of it; namely, that Hu 
lity containeth and wehende 
; _ 6 ve * Ou 
oy, ſpiritual and temporal com 

fore, Therefore I pray your Lad 


| 


| 


} 
1 
h 
C 
| Y 
| T 
| 
t 
( 
i 
l 


© to reſolve me of one de 
map. - uatoey nota link, i 
rouching chis mater. 
do know alwaycs thee JeC 


(cb, 
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| ſels, when they come In diſguiſed 
2pparecl,or ander rhe colour of god- 
lineſs, for we do read, that they arc 
- able to transform themſelves 1nto 
Angels of lign, whereby eaſily they 
maydececive the ſimple, and (uch 1- 
diots as I am. Ah my well beloved 
ſon , quoth Humzlity, this is a great 
inr. Therefore to reſolve thee 
erein , thou muſt know that God 
hath pur a Lamp in the midſt of 
our Chamber,called,Good Conſcience 
' which burneth day and night with 
| the oyl of his mercy : and is kind- 
led witha w of the holyScrip- 
tures, and hKhgeth toira firing 
called,Care of the mind,being faſt 

at a nail called, Care of inclination. 
And as log as this Lamp dorh burn 
and 1s kind ſed, then we need not to 


fear chem , for we cat ſpy them 

. And althobgh they come 
a5 diguitec as rhiey nay , yer we 
know rherh by heir poing, for they 
are crooked , miſhapen , apd arc 
and 46 hafr, fo that they can- 


nor for cir five t and 
upright; Bit ivy | Wet 
P 


ba 
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Lamp 1s pur out by our own 
gence, or that the nall fallerh og 
by our own 1dleneſs , or elſe rhag 
the ſtring breaketh , or that Go 
withdrawerh his oyl ( which he ne- 
ver doth before we do firſt (pill it 
willingly ) then'we remain in dark-: 
neſs, and nothing doth proſper with 
| us, And therefore we pray to God: 
alwayes, thac it would pleaſe him 
to lighren our Lamp , and do ſay 
with the Prophet David, O Lord, 
thou art my guide,lighten merhere-' a 
fore in darkneſs, The Lord grant: a 
you his grace and mercy , ( quorh{ 7 
Defire ) tor you comforted my\ þ 
troubled mind. Take then, ſaid) 1 
Humtlity , theſe Ladies whom I} : 
ſhal appoinr In thy company, until, 
thou ſhalt be ſufficientlyarmed with; 
a True Feay, for the foreſaid wicked} t 
Damſels will endeavour themſelves} | 
to draw thee rce out of our! \ 
hands Here js Fortitade againft the: 
firſt called Concupiſcence of the fleſb., 1 
4 Earneftneſs againſt Concupiſcence of: | 
| the cyes. The ſccond , Humility a+ ( 
\ geinft Pride of life. The third,#atch», | 
p. ſulntſs 
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| ſulneſs againſt Slothjulneſs. The 
{ fourch , Bountifulneſs againſt Malz- 
ciouſnſs, And (o the Lord have thee 


Q jn his keeping. 


I 

CHAP. XV. 

A 

h Thevertuts of Lady Humlitzes 
d- Dazxghters. 

n 

| 


Y theſe means , ſaid Humzlzty, 
with the help and grace of God 
' and mine own endeayour,[ vanquiſh 
ir, and oyerthrow all my cnemles : 
h{ Deſire did receive a great comfort 
;\&s by Fi Soveraigns words, and fald, 
I pray your La _ give me leave 
7 to go viſite theſe Damſels , for to 
I, come acquainted with them. Goin 
the Name of God, anſwered fhe 
rf this leave I give chee moſt willing 


J 
l, | 


ai ly: And chou my Steward, go thou 
with him, and bring him acquaint- 


4 cd with all the houſhold. And here- 


withall Deſire departed moſt joyful- 
ly out of his Soyeralgns chamber, 2c- 
| companied with the foreſaid Lady, 


bs 
» Who was Steward of we. houſe, cal- 
s 


led 
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led Efteem nothing , who broughe Yi 
him preſently into the chamber of þ,, 
Hxmzlities eldeſt daughter, called 
Confeſſion of ſins, who did entertain 
him moſt friendly,and being bidden 
to fit by her began to ſpeak; 1 pray 
you Lady, that it may pleaſe you to (ey 
rell me your eſtate, condittons,and ge! 
manners. I(anſwered ſhe) am Humi- an 
lities eldeſt daughter, and a ſchol- Ge 
lar to this Damſel our Stewarc,and fot 
do greatly delight in her company 
acknowledging , and confeſſing al- 
wayes whomlam, and ſuch as I oj 
eſteem my ſelf ro be.Defre preſently 
did mark, that this Lady was of a 
a great countenance and very boun- 
tiful , becauſe ſhe ſhewed her ſelf 
to be an enemy to all vain glory and 
[Fencſſc, and herewithal, did take 
his leave of her. And being deparrt- 
ed from thence , his gvide brought 
him to the Chamber of Lady Hume- fin 
[{zties ſecond daughter, called Deſire Wor 
to be defyiſed , who did receive him Ty 


. likewiſe moſt courteouſly , and fir- an 


ring down by her, ſaid : I pray you th 
Lady tell me your Name, and con- 'to 


EI dition 


bs 

, 

% 
Mmmm 
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Yition, Iam called, aid ſhe, Deſire 
o be defpiſed, contemned, and nothing 
teemed of. This d1d reatly amaze 
effre , hearing that ſhe was ſo de- 
icous to be deſpiſed and contem- 
ed , ſeing ir was quite contrary to 
\frery mans nature and condition : 
get notwichſtanding , did account 
pe eſteem her a very vertuous and 
hd Damſel, becauſe ſhe did 1t 

. for & Love of God. And herewith- 
| ll did rake his leave of her alſo, 
went with the Steward his oulde, 
oHumilities third daughters Cham- 
r, who was c:lled Glad tobe de- 
iſed. who entertained Him like- 
ſe with a cheerefui 394 joyful 


ja no he , and as he late down, 
We f 
Il 


id unto her, I pray you L:dy to 
me your Name, and whar your 
conditions arc; Ianſwered ſhe, do 
| rejoyce to be deſpiſed, conteconed, 
njured, and mocked art, and this 
or the Lov? of God. Deſire did preat- 
marvel at her vertuous di{poſition, 
| xr ſaid : I pray you to teach me 
[the means whereby I might artain 
to your vertues, for I find this which 


'' D 2 yor 


| 


"0 The Treaſure 


you have , to be quite repugnant 
mine ov-n nature for when Ia 
moſt pgrievouſly jnjured, s cen 


diſhonoured and nothing eſteem 
of, then Igrudge & wax angry at 
This doth happen, ſaid ſhe, bg 
cauſe thou haſt not yer cata 
Humility , who doth compr 
hend to eſteem nothing of h 
ſelf, and for the Love of God to dg 
ſpiſe her (elf: but 1t is a ſure apd c 
tain coken, that thou arr tull of ſelf 
Love, Pride, and Ambitzon. Tet 
cauſe God hath brought rhee hen, 
in che houſe, we will reach and in, 
firu& chee 1n all kind of vertu 
and pull from thee this thick a 
filchy ſkin, and transform thee, in 
a new ſhape, and prepare thee t 
thou maiſt come to the ſpeech 
the Love of God. Therefore, if th 
wilt attain to my vertues, firſt 
all, thou muſt 1mbrace wy (econg, 
ſiſter, called Deſire to be diſpiſed, 
rentimes remembring and ſpeaki 
to thy ielf, Hereafier I will be 
ſp1ſed and contemned,and no grud 


when 1am mocked at, lojured, 
belycd 


of the Soul. "r 


Int 
I a 


& unto this, then ſhaic thou Hz fer- 
ent in prayer , and with great la- 
ur, not at the firſt, bur by lictle 
Ind {1crle obrain this verrue, where- 
* Ff I do vcar the name. And although 
: ei will fall ſome-thing hard unto 
ACQuee at the firſt , hecauſe thou ſhalt 
PI%. forced to ſtrive 2painſt thine own 
7 ture ; yet ſhalt thou with con- 
? CRtancy overcome all difficulty , in 
Ce, much , that thou ſhilt ar che laſt 
ſel ejolce , when they ſhal either 1n 
* *Hordsor deeds.ofter thee any wrong 
n Tr injury. Therefore force thy (elf 
Fo bear patiently all ſhame , and 
mctonrempr, and deſpifing , for thou 
 20fnuſt know , that none 1s juſt, un» 
iN he be humble, and grudaerh not 
h 2 be deſpiſed, injured, and mock- 
1 £d at, Whereupon Deſere did an- 
ver, and (aid ; I do marvel that he 
2uld be unjuſt, who doth miflike 
nd grudgeth at theſe rhings ; for 
here are few to he found that then 
re juſt, therefore I think that you 
do miſtake your ſelf in this point- 
ot ſo , ſaid she, and therefore I 
D3 will 


"* And when thou haſt attain- 


2M 
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will nſtru& thee in this do&Qrine. 
Firſt, rhou canſt nor deny, that 
Is juſt, who doth defire co give o 
wo receive of every man his ri 
And thou knoweſt, that anro may 
appertaineth nothing bur contem 
and mockry, becauſe he is more v 
er then avy other creature , for hy 
reat and abominable fins, & the 
ore I conclude.,char he who gru 
cth ro receive his due, is unjuſt, Fuy 
thermore rhou canſt not deny, t 
all good things should be belov 
ſoug!:t for, and eſt*z<med of, and 
much the mare, the more that t 
excec:d in goodoneis. And contra 
wiſe , that every cvil ching shou 
be kared , deſpiſed, and (uppieſh 
And it1is molt. certain , thar eve 
man is nought and wicked, be 
God only 15 good; and ther 
Ir followerh , that he with reaſ 
Should be deſpiſed , ſcorned 
hated , becaulc It is duc and rig 


of the Soule. 
CHAP. XVL 


Declareth how this title Good, bt- 
longeth only unto God. 


Ehold ( quoth Deſire ) Iam 
not yet (ſufficiently ſatisfied 
with theſe your arguments , where- 
with you do ſeek to prove that God 
only 15 good, and all that that 15 not 
Godshould be nought.For your cor - 
clufions do diſagree with the Scrip- 
rures , whereshe wirneſſeth, Then 
God aid behold all that he had made 
4nd created, found it not only to be 
good , but perſe& and without 
fault. Further , ſeeing that God is 
good, ( being our chiefeſt felicitie, 
and of all that was created , the cf- 
ficient and only cauſc ) conſequent- 
ly it muſt follow , thart all that he 
hath created , should be exceeding 
good, becauſe rhe work should be 
anſwerable ro the excellency of the 
work-man, for nor to ſtain his ſkill 
and cunning. And ſeing that man 1s 
the moft nobleſt and excellenteft 
creature of all viſible rhings, there- 

D 4 fore 
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fore he 15 not good ohily,but exceed.f 
cth in goodneſs, and by conſequent , 
according to your own argument, (; 
to him belongeth all honour , love 
and obedience. I will not ( anſwer-{ þ 
ed the Damſel ) diſpute with thee} , 
any longer, but I will more art large} a 
declare and expound unto thee; o 
rheſe things; to the end thou mayeſth;: ; 
the berter underſtand them. T hou « 
muſt know that God only tis good,f } 
( as the Goſpel, being the only trurh} þ 

oth witneſs ) which 1s thus to beſ 6 
underſtood; That God 1n his ef-? |; 
ſence and nature Is good only and} 
that ir is proper to him to be good)ff | 
and all that God hath created is} 2 
good , but by participation of hy j 
goodneſs. Therefore when the crea* 
ture doth conſider the unſpeakable 
goodneſs of God , and welgheth hisi 
benefics and graces beſtazved upodk | 
her , ſhe will yeeld all honour and] ( 
obedience rhat 1s due to hisMajeſty;) c 
And this turneth ro God-ward þ' { 
and not to the creatures: and 1n; t 
this ſort we ought to love our ſelves; þ 


and all creatures, becauſe we were, 
all 


_ 


any amy, > 
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all good in our-firſt creation 3 and 

Lf thercforeman ſhal not ſeek to be ho- 
tf nourcd and reverenced for his own 
tj ſake, but for the goodneſs of God 
'&f participated unto him: and becauſe 
ſ-] he is the handy-work and creature 
e, of God, shal attribute only unto him 
et all his goodneſs, and not to himſelf 
e, or to his own induſtry. For there 1$ 
'a great difference in that hehath re- 
ceived of his own from God , he 
hath that: which is good 1n nature, 
but from himſelf that which Is evil : 
> for by himhe doth carry his Image8& 
{-? likeneſs alwayes in him, but by him- 
d! (elf through his wicked and ungod- 
dj ly life doth deface ir, and becometh 
5} alrogerher unlike him , delighriog 
5} in nothing by nature, but In thar 
| which is contrary to God and his 


2- 


ef firſt creation. And hereout may we 
8! perceive that we ſnould honour and 
MN} love that which man hath in him of 
d] God ; namely his good nature, con- 
3) dirton, and all kind of vertue : Bur 
F ſhould hate and deteſt in him all 
n; that he hath of his own ; namely, 
5; his wickedneſſe, filthineſle, and fin, 
4 | Ds in 


in ſuch ſort , rnat we $hal in ſund( 
meanings , and to ſundry ends hy 
nour or deſpiſc, love or hate a 
And how holy or vertuous ſoever 
man is , yet muſt he know and con 
feſs rhat he hath nothing of himſe 
bur all manver of wickedneft, a 
$hal therefore defire that the he 
nour and praiſe of his goodneſs $ 
only redound to God , from whor 
all poodneſſe floweth. Bur as mug 
as concerneth his wickedneſs, bein! 
his own, shal wish only to be de 
ſpiſed, contemned, diſcredired,ar 
dishonoure4 fo” it. And whenſoe 
be chal do this, then he shal be ju 
Aud if a holy, good , and vertuo 
m.n doth not grudge, and 1s 
defrrciif ro be d<fpiſed; why shoule 
a fiprer en account 1t 1njuſticg 
and v21ccenr to have (uch a defire 
burcortrairwiſe,wmauld be honour 
and eftecmcd of although they ha 
deſerved 1t? Therefore no fin 
Sha! pzrſ{wad himſcli that he dotl 
much, when he defizeri1 to be thu 
deſpiſed and di{dained, (e112 a hol 
rcruuous and jutt man , 1s bound 1 
dur) 
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duty and conſcience to defirc 1t. 


CHAP XVII. 
An Exerciſe of the Soul. 


He words of the Damſel did 
greatly pleaſe Deſire, and ſaid, 1 
pray you that it may pleaſe you to 
rel] the means whereby I might fur- 
cher and obtain this holy deſire. 


3 Two means there are ( anſwered 


the _ The firſt is the Love of 
God ; the ſecond a godly mina , 
and whenſoever thou wilt take my 
counſel, 1c will greatly further thee 
ro the arcaining of rhis my vercue. 
Moſt willingly ( anſwered Deſire) I 
will take it : make account then, 
and fully perſwade thy ſelf ( ſaid 
che Damſel ) that Love of God,whom 
thou defireſt and loveſt ſo much, 
hath no greater enemy , nor one 
who offereth him more wrong and 
Injury, and more reſiſterh him then 
thine own flech. Therefore raze 
' this for an uſe and cuſtome, ro (pe: 
. every morning to thy foul, #5 fr!- 
loweth. Let me ſec, O my foul, bar 
Vay 


Woe Br wean > 


. tuzs, and herein greatly rejoycin 


78 The Treaſure 


thou wilc hate this day rebelliou! 
fleſh, mortal enemy to thy Creator 
Lord , and loving Spouſe , Jeſus 
Chriſt , and what means thou wilt 
uſe ro deſpiſe and vex it. And again 
in the evening shalt thou ſay this un 
ro her, Ler us examine now my lt 
how thou haſt hatred this day thy 
viie Lody, enemy to thy only wy 
and Saviour ; and haſt ſought by al 
means to dishonour 1r, chaſten it, 
and vexX it; and how diligent thou 
haſt been to hinder 1r of his ow 
will, and 1n all things to perſecut 
it. And brother , whenſoever tho 
wilt go about to do this, and with & 
ſtedfaſt defire to hate thy Lords] 
and thine own (ſouls enemy 3 Then 
w1ll this exerciſe bring and advance 
thee to a higher degree of humility, 
and by licrle and little, work 1n the 
a perteR1on of all vertues ; fo that 
Shortiy afrer thou halt deteſt th) 
ſelf, hate, and vanquish thy own re 
belltous will and flech. And wh 
ſoever any body dorh uſe thee ſo 
rhen take hold of me,and ofmy ver 


F 
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ſay, Praiſed and bleſſed be the Lord 
my God, who gives me now means 
to be revenged upon mine enemies. 
Deſere received great comfort by 
this Damſels words, and with great 
and humble rhanks , having taken 
leave of her , was brought by his 
guide 1nto another of Lady Humzul:- 
tzes daughrers Chambers, called 
Sincerity , or Simplicity, who like- 
wiſe received and entertained him 
moſt friendly and courteoully, plac- 
ing ym nexc to her ſide , began to 
ſpeak of Gd , and of heavenly and 


ſpirituzl matters; whereupon Deſpre . || 


did pray the Damſel, that 1t would 
pleaſe her to tell him her name. My 
name 1s Simplicity , anſwered ſhe , 


and with every man [ deal plainly, 


andwithour deceit , uſing no difſi- 
mulation in any of my aGions or 
doings , and all that I hear or ſee, 
do alwayes conſtrue it to the beſt ; 
for I think every man ro be as I am, 
at the leaſt as much as concernerh 
his min4: Ithink no harm of any 
man, bur only of my ſelf, for I have 


alwaycs an cyil (uſpition of my ſelf 
having 


: 


upon matters which do paſſe wy un- 
£7", Cre 
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having an eye continually upon 
my thoughts and defires, being ve 
circumſped and carcful to eſche 
the traps and ſnarcs of the wicked, 
that by theſe means I might wax 
ſtrong , and increaſe in my mother 
Humlities verrues, How ( anſwered| 
= ) can you not be vertuous, 
unleſs you be thus careful? no, ſaid 
ſhe, for Simplicity without wiſdom 
1s worth little or nothing , and hin- 
dereth more then ir profiteth : for. 
the Love of God loveth none but 
thoſe which walk wiſely & circum- 
ſpeUly in all his waycs. 


CHA p. XVII 


A Diſcourſe of Sinceritites manners 
ana condition. 


Pray you good Lady, ( quoth De- 
fre ) to tell me how you deal up- 
right and fincerely with every man. 
Jn three things ( ariſwered ſhe ) in 
thoughts, words, and deeds. Firſt | 
of all , I will nor caft my thoughrs 


7% 


derſtanding or capacity, nor ſeek to 


© brother; bur only I, and xo, for all 


urchaſe honour , digniry, or pro- 
cio of this world , Sts Ute 
but vain and tranſitory , alwayes 
thinking my ſelfro be the worſt a- 
mongſt all reaſonable creatures, and 
the unworthieſt of allGods ſervants, 
cſiceming all others to be holy,good 
and repleniſhed with heavenly 
graces and vertue. Secondly 1 will 
not uſe any flatrering or deccirful 


words , to entrap therewith m 


things ciſc are wicked, and ſpring 
out of the root of vanirv and idle- 
neſs. Thirdly , I refrain my ſelf 
from vain , fleſhly, and worldly , 
aRions, and endeavour to do that 
onely which is ſimple , plain and 
profitable ; thereby ro eſchew Ya- 
nity and Partzality , which might 
cauſe and worke my ruine and 
overthrow : For to go alwaycs. 
rounely and p'ainly to work, it 
maintains the minds in humility, 
x herefore the contrary bs full of 
fear and danger , Wherefore 15 the 
contrary thus perilous (quoth ck 

u 
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Thou muſt know that my mothe 
hath given me two jewels or pred 
ous ftons ro keep, which Ihave hep 
in my Cloſer;che one called cbaſtity® 
and the other Innocency , which arg 
of ſuch value, price, and eſtimatiog 
that none is able to give the wortl 
for them. For we dire& all ou 
ations by theſe two jewels; eve 
as the Mariner doth-his ſhip by t 
compaſs , endeavouring every day; 
to get them,and having gorten them? 
ſurely to keep them. And when 
ſoever Curioſity, Vanity , or Parti 
lity, are ſuffered ro enter throught 
the door of our heart, mouth, eyes, 
or ears, then they ſeek by all means? 
ro ſteal them away , and deprive 
us of theſe jewels. And therefore , 
whoſoever doth not dire& all hs; 
thoughts, words , and deeds, to ge | 
and keep them , deſerveth ro be? 
eſteemed worſe then a fool , What; 
will you do (ſaid Deſire) with theſe}. 
jewels ; for it is a token of coves, 
rouſneſs to poſſeſs (uch needleſs 
ſuperfluous riches , as jewels and 
precious ſtones, be , where you ( 
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ſo many poor almoſt ready to ftarve 
for want of food and maintenance ? 
' Nor ſo, quorh ſhe,for thou, doſt mi(- 
take ty words. And aſthough that 1n 
the love8&de fire of poſſeſſing wealth; 
riches and worldly goods, after the 
intent and meaning of the poſleſſor 
' or ownef thereof, may confift coye- 
* rouſneſs, fraud and guile ; yet not- 
withſtanding there can be no deceir 
or avarittouſneſs in poſſeſſing theſc 
jewels whereoflhave ſpoken, becauſe 
wedo deſire and keep them to ſerve 
and pleaſe therewith the Love of 
God , and to honour him herewith, 
F when he vouchſaferh to come to vi- 
ſir us. Other riches etther periſh by 
worms, or conſume with ruſt, or 
s; wear with the time, becauſe they 
- are earthly, and common to every 
man. Bur thoſe that are hidden in 
the heart, no muſtine(s, ruſt, worm 
ek. or time can conſume them, becauſe 
sf they are common to none bur to 

| ſuchas do poſſeſs chem. How (quoth 
Defire )1f he who dorh poſſeſs them 
did diſcourſe and make a ſhew of 
them, would they not conſume, then 

as 


84 The Treaſure 
as other riches do? No, ſaid 7 


when he doth diſcover them ta 
ſeen, then he doth not poſſeſs t 
any longer , for whoſoever dothg 
joy them , doth not think that 
doth poſſeſs them, but doth al 
endeavour himſelf ,. and trave 
ro get , and to artcain rinto t 
For our God doth oftentimes bj 
ſow theſe jewels upon himthat dai 
not know them , and is ignoranty 
the poſſeſſion thereof, . becauſe thy 
our Preſumption and Self love, whit 
lyeth hidden in our hearts , ſhow 
not ſteal them away. Therefore 
that doth poſſeſs them, keeps the: 
as ſecret as may be poſſible. 


CHAP. XIX. 


How to maintain Sincrity of 
Simplicity. 

He words of this Damſel d 

pleaſe D: re, and ſaid, by w 

means might one beſt keep rh« 

theſe jewels ? cne thing, ' anſwere 

ſhe, is moſt requifite and neceſſat 
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to thoſe that are new beginners,and 
and not alrogerher unprofitable to 
the long continuers, which 1s to fly, 
and to fhut doors and windows: for 
ro haunt and frequent many mens 
companies, and to hear & ſee much 
are ready waycs to looſe, and to be 
deprived of them, becauſe our ſoul 
; 15 45 4 won glaſſc,which eaſily re- 
; ccliverh all figures and likeneſles 
which are brought before It: and 
js like unto wax, which retainerththe 
iz print and mark ofany thing put up- 
, ont. How Is 1t poſſible ( quoth De- 
, fire) to fly and fhutall the gates and 

windows far him that dwellerhin a 
| congregation or company of many ? 
For he 1s conſtrained to go ofcen- 
times hither and chither for to diſ- 
patch his buſineſs ; beſides, Ir is 
both decent and godly to be affable 
and courteous to every man , and 
\ not to fall in the vice of ſelf-love or 
, partzality , which 1s robe abhorred 
and dereſted, although ir ſeemerh 
to carry 2 fair ſhew or colour of ver- 
rue and pgodlineſs , Ir 15 true, an- 
| frered ſhe , bur nevertheleſs the 
| Love 


| 
q - 


86 The Treaſure 
Love of God commanderh us that we | 


ſhould be circumſpe& 1n all our 

ations, and do nothing but by ne- 

ceſfiry , according to the greatneſs| 
of our affairs, and to be caretvul al 

wayes for thele jewels which we 

have jn our cuſtodv, that we do not 

loſe them. How muſt we then behave 

our (clves , quoth Deſire, for to dg 

as much as lyeth in us? 1t 1s needful} 
anſwered ſhe, that he who 15 no 
able, for his buſine{ ſake , ro kee 
him from company , Indanger} 
hereby greatly the lofing of thel; 
twojewels, Chatity, and Innocenci 
ſhould aiwayes rake me at his fide, 
and whenſoever he ſhal be in my. 
company , then he needeth not to , 
fear thar he ſhal loſe rhem, although . 
he ſhould travel through a!l the, | 
world. I pray you, quoth Deſire,that | 
ir may pleaſe you to Inſtrudt me by | 
ſome compariſon , that I might the , 
better conceive it , and the fimple , 
and idiot people the berter under: | 
ſtand ir,for to carry it away in thelf; 


memories the more eaſier, Know , 


then, anſwered Szzcerity, whoſoever 
"i 


, 
| 
| 
| 
( 
( 
I 
q 
\ 


& 
. 


w [s defirous to keep Chaſtity and 1n- 
T nocency(being two of the beſt means 
©? to vertue, and the readleſt wayes to 
come to the laſt, the Love of God, 
who comprtehendeth all perfc@ian 
of Charity ) muſt fly and fhut doors 
and windows; And if it be not poſ- 
ſible for him to do it, ler him uſe 
me then in all his ations , and pur 
me in his right eye , that whenſo- 
ever his left eye of Concupiſcence , of 
raſh or fooliſh judgement, will defire 
to ſee or judge any thing , let him 
dire& her to his right eye of S;x- 
cerity, conſidering with himſelf car- 
. neſtly, that every man or woman 
TY” are Angels,and children of the Lord 
"2 who continually , without ceafing, 
p . do laud and praiſe their Creatour. 
11 Likewiſe whatſoever he ſhal hear or 
Fs ſee of his neighbour , hls right eye 
Mt ſhal excuſe 1t , and amend it. And 
- whenſoever his left eye of Concupiſ- 
P'S cence ſhal ſeek to draw him to the 
-T* love and defire of any creature, let 
"If him preſently behold his right cyc, 
which will ſend him to the remem- 
':, brance and conſideration of the 
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beauty, goodneſs, and other per- 
fe&ions of his Creator , whſch will 
cauſe him to love the creature, for 
no other cauſe, but that ſhe doth 
love, laud, and praiſe with him her 
God and Creator. And therefore it 
were moſt requiſite that he ſhould - 
uſe me likewiſc in all his words and 
communications. When ( quoth 
Deſire ) doth a man all things with 
Sincerity ? When his mind ap(wer- 
ed ſhe, is fimple , upright, and fin- 
cere, (o that his words and deeds 


be always correſpondent , and all $i 


his aRions reaſonable and withouc 
diffimulation; having alwayes a ſpe- pt 
cial regard, that all his doings may 

redound to the glory and praiſe of 
God, his ſouls health and ſalvation, 
and.to the profit of his neighbour : 
and this doing,is in all chings ro walk 
with Sincerity , and he goeth ſure, 
and without danger , who ſnever 
rakerh her alwayes in his company. 


CHAP. 


: —_ 
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CHAP. XX. 


0ſPoverty, one of the Lady Humilines 
Daxghters. 

Efrre having received great 
| ? comfort out of Sincerities words 
Kook his leave of her, and his guide 
zrought him to anorher of Lady 
milities daughrers, called Pover- 
: Who bidding him welcome, 
Jid pray him to fir down by her ſide 
Deſire ſeeing the great courreſie of 
he Lady, ſaid, that he was very 
Flad of her conipany , becauſe he 
4 perceive tharſhe eſteemed much 
f the Love of God, and therefore 
Fd ask her name , and prayed her 
o rel! him her manners and condi- 
ons. My name ( quot ſhe )) 1s Po- 
ty ; and for the Love of God, I do 
dt poſſeſs nor care for any worldly 
ings, Wherein (quoth Deſire) rake 
ou then your joy8all your comfort? 
y chiefeſt treaſure, anſwered ſhe, 
calrh8&riches,joy avd comfort con- 
ſteth, to forbear all things for the 
ove of God, Ido greatly marvel of 


is ( quorh Deſire } for I was told, 
that 
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that this Palace was bullded by 
nobleſt, richeſt, and bountiful! 
Knight 1n the earth; wherefore do 
he ſuffer then ſo poor and nee 
people ro dwell in1t? For Ican 
conceive what profite or gain her 
cc1veth by your poverty, need, a 
neceſſity ? I will tell thee ( anſw p 
ed ſhe ) The Land-lord , and ; 
founder of this houſe+, is Lord a 4 
King of all the earth , having all he, 
riches and wealth in his hand an, ; 
power , and yet it is his will ant, . 
plealure that we ſhould not ſert{ 
our heart upon any thing , but uy _. 
on him only , for he 15 able cnoug| , 


© 
he 


p! 


to give us all things abundantly: Buy, 


thoſe whom he loveth, he doth giv 
them none of this earthly feliciry 
becauſe they ſhould only defire an\,, 
love him , and hote this tranſitor ,, 
and deceitfull world, The greate! , 
coken and witneſs which we a, 
have of his love rovards us, 15,whe , 
he doth not comforc us in th 
wreatched world , or beſtoweth d ; 
us all that qur fleſh and luſt dot, 
crave and defire, Moregver, he g : 
c 
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nd us poverty, becauſe we ſhoutd 
ot be too penfive and carcſull for 
he goods and riches of this world, 
ur, that we ſhould ſerve him with 
pn unfeigned mind , and a joyful 
pirir, and nor lightly for any world- 
y things, gain or loſle , proſperity 
r adverſity, receive a vain joy, or, 
r .zdicomfort,but that our heart ſhould 
Iwayes 1n reſt and quiet , with- 
Ne Out perturbations or diſcord, be u- 
Snitcd with God our Creator and Sa- 
Dyiour. For the Love of God 1s of ſuch 
oj .<nder and gentle nature , thathe 
cannot dwell but jn a quiet clean, 


ag and peaceable peace. Which 1s your 


e chiefeſt vertue ({ quoth Deſire ? ) 
"Ny chiefeſt vertue is ( anſwered 
In Poverty ) ro frame and conform my 

elf to the godly and vertuous con- 

or Yrfarion of the children of God, 
+. Whoſe company I gladly do frequent 
= And although my defire 1s for to 
a A have nothing , yet for to ſhut out a 
hoe Boar , who doth defitoy all 
oo our Garden, called Partiality , cr 
Io | Exception of perſons , my mothery 
Jod lath ordained , that I ſhould livg 


en E 
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as the other of my 


of my vertue, ſhe hath married me 
toa holy mind, called , To deſrre n0- 


thing this ( quoth Deſre) in my 
judgment, is to defire more then to: 


be good, or more then we do owe 
or are bound unto; for I do per- 
ſwade my felf, that your Land-lord 
do counſel yourather to the poverty 
of the ſpirit than to that body : 
and the Prophet ſaith , If thy goods 


and wealth do incctaſe, ſet not thy 


beart upon it : therefore I eſteem 


that the vertue of poverty doth not. 


confiſt in poſlcſiing little or much, 
bur in the heart and mind of the 
poſſeſſor. Ir is true ( quoth ſhe) that 
the verue of poverty confiſterh in 
the ſpirit, yer for the Lowe of God,to 
forbear theſe things it is a precious 
vertue , and worthy of great praiſe 
and commendation. For our love 
and defire is ſo much inclined to 
rhe beauty and comelineſs of theſe 
earthly things, that hardly we can 
poſſeſs them , without fixing our 
whole mind upon them. And be- 
#auſc they ſhould not drav us awa) 


) 


ſiſters do : But 
becauſe I ſhould nor loſe the reward. 


, 
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from the love which we bear toGod 
which commonly 15 very ſmall ? ic 
is good and wiſcly done to take the 
Ax from tne fire, and to remove 
and prevent all occaſions of miſ- 
chief, as much as lyethin us. For 
the Loveof GOD will have all the 
heart, and can abid no parener 2 
and take of this an cxample of our 
Saviour himſelf , who could have 
poſſeſſed all the wealth of thisworld 
and that without ſetting his mind 
upon it ; But behold, ! pray thee, 
how poor He and all His Apoſtles 
were ! What doth this elle ſignify, 
bur that we ſhould abſtain from 
theſe things which are ſo dangerous, 
and draw many that do poſleſſe 


them intocverlaſting pain aud dam- 
nation. 


CHAF XXL 
Of Obedience, 


E fire was well comforted hb 
ths Damſell, and took his leave 


E 2 of 


k 
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of ter. And his guide brought him 
to another of Lady Humilities 
daughters, called Obedzence, whom 
he greatly did reverence, for her 
countenance & outwardappearance 
did ſhow, that ſhe was of great 
dignity , and wore eſteemed of, by 
the Love of GOD , then any of her 
ſiſters were. And when he did offer 
tO kifle her hands, ſhe would nor 
luffcr ic, for ſhe was one of Lady 
Huynilitits daughters,and (ought not 
attcr Honour and Promotion , Bur 
ſhe bade him to fit down by her : 
whereupon Deſire did inquire her 
name and conditions. My name 
( quoth rhe Lady )1s Obedzence, and 
] ain married to a husband,calicd,to 
[rate nothing undone, who1sa very 
valiant and renowned Knight, and 
h- onely 1s ave ro overthrow this 
tcartull ani rerrible beaft,, ranging 
thus 11 the world, called ſelf-w7!l : 
v Þ1c}t beaft doth devou all thoſe 
that toll:»w and love him, and caul- 
et trough his (weer whitthng ,-all 
che ungod!y to follow him; and few 
do feave him, beforc he hath 
brought 
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bronght them to erernall defirud.- 
on. But every body tyy:th a-vay 
from me, although it be moſt rrne, 
that, without me, none can pet and 
obtain the Lov? of GOD. And ſe- 
ing that God hath given me (o good 
a husband , therefore I do nothiny 
bur what he commandeth me, Like- 
wiſe I crave nothing at his hands 
but necefſaries: and I do never £0 
about any thing alone for fear ot 
thieves for here are many.,and hide 
theml(clves {o,thatſcannor fee them. 
\Who goeth then with you ( quorh 
De?{ire) Firſt, (anſwered ſhe )a rruſty 
dop, called Good-will, and my fiſter 
Sincerity, and my daughrers, FoYe- 
ſhigbt, Mirth,Diligence, and Cha't:ty; 
and before all things, my mother 
Humility will alwayes accompany 
me: all thele I muſt needs take 
with me, for ro go ſure and withouc 
danger, and for to do thoſe rhings 
which are commanded me. I pray 
you (quoth Deſere) totell me 1n what 
fort your mother Humility 1s al- 
wayes with you, in all thing which 
you take 1n hand; for I cannor well 

-:B$ under- 
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underitapd ir. Ofall chings which ] 
do ( ani{w: red ſhe ) although they 
were the greateſt of the world, I 
think not once thatT have done any 
goodneſle, nor ſer my truſt or confi- 
dence upon them, nor do exalt my. 
| ſelf for them, nor perſwade my 
ſelf chat others are not able ro do 
the like or better,nor do deſire that 
any man ſhould praiſe me, although 
1 ſhould ſeem to have done great 
wonders : buthumbly I do thank 
theLord , that 1t harh pleaſed his 
goodneſs xo give and beſtow upon 
me this knowledge , wiſdom , and 
grace, to do this for the love of him 
and think, becauſe God hath grant- 
ed me the grace for to do this.there- 
in hath made me more beholden 
unto him , and therefore am alroge- 
ther unwilling rhat anv ſhould do 
otherwiſe, but laud and praiſe God 
for ir. And as concerning my ſelf, 
I defire nothing bur pain and rravel 
till my laft end , and that my Lord 
God may receive the praiſe and 
if thanks thereof, and my neighbour 
'F the gain and profit : And therefore 
i Idcfre nothing for all my doings 
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becauſe 1 know chatT merite nor de- 
ſerve nothing , Praying God only, 
rhat 1t may pleaſe hmm to grant me 
his love, that thcreby I might be the 
more vertuous in all my aCions, ne- 
ver to offend him, and that 1t may 
pleaſe him to be unto me a favour- 
able and merciful God 1n that hour 
of death ; as I hope and faithfully 
pur my truſt 1n him. 


CH AP. XXII. 
Of Chaſtity. 


Eſire taking leave of Lady 

PFOvedience,went his ways, being 
greatly comforced by her, and his 
guide brought him to another of 
Lady Humilitizs Daughters Cham- 
ber, called Chaflity , who likewiſe 
Intercained him moſt friendly, and 
bade him co fir down, Whereupon 
Deſire did ask her name.and of what 
nature and condition ſhe was, I am, 
quorh ſhe, one of Humzlities daugh- 
ters,and ' have two maidens atrend- 
ing upon me the firſt cilled Con- 
tnenc), the ſecond Shamefaſtneſs, 8 


Ex my 
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my name 15 called , the Survtyo” of 
the htart; who hath likewiſe a 
daughter, ſirnamed the þeeper of tht 
Jenſes.Ipray you(quorhDeſire)ro thew 
me this maiden ; willingly ( quorh 
ſhe : ) her own name is Virginity, 
Deſire d1d greatly marvelat the coſt-: 
ly and ſtrange appate] of the maid, 
For firſt of all ſhe held a Bridle in 
her hand,a Stone and a whizeLawn, 
with a Chain and Pod-lock there- _ 
unto. And Deſre ſaid, I pray you, 
ſiſter to ler me uriderftand what all, 
theſe things do mean. This Bridle 
(quoth ſhe) ſerverh for to tame t' 
wild beaſt, and although it is very' 
ſmall , yer troubleth us not a little, 
fer if it ſlips once away , It throw- 
eth every one of us down,and there 
is none that can rule it but our Por- 
ter,caHed The ſear of G1d. How do 
you call this wild beaſt (ſaid Deere?) 
It is called ( anſwered ſhe) the 
tongue. And what do you with this 
Srone ( damanded Deſire? ); Thi 
Stone ſerverh ( quoth ſhe ) to ſtop 
uP agap which 1s in our houſe called. 
the. ears, for to keep not hieveh 
coat 


<1 
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_ thatthey entes not through tt,asthey 
do many times. Somerimes I do pur 
itin my mouth, becauſe T ſhould 
not ſpeak ; for it greatly pleaſech 
the Love of God ſamertmcs to refrain 
his ſpeech. What ſervice ( quoth 
+ Deſire ) doth the Love of God receive 
of you by this doing ? Great ſervice 
( m(wered ſhe ) for' by this door 
one loſeth theſe two precious 
- Stones, whereof Lady Sencerzty hath 
ſpoken of before. And whereto 
ſerverh this white Lawn ( quoth 
Deſire? To ſtop up the lefr eye 
( aid ſhe) and Iris called . Hate of 
zncleannejs. And do you not cover 
your right eye ( demanded Deſere? } 
No ſaid ſhe for it belongeth to Sin- 
cerity , who doth beautific ir with 
all manner of goodneſs & vertuouſ- 
neſs. But this lefr eye, which ſery- 
eth Senſuality hath a very ſharp ſigh: 
and ſpieth any thing ſooner then 
rhe right eye, and doth us much 
hurr,for it cauſeth death;and there- 
fore ir is neceſſary that ic ſhould be 
covered with this Lawn, to the end 
! we might behold and (ce all things. 
E 5 with 
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with the pureneſs of mind, fort 
become edified thereby, to the ho.; * 
nour and praiſe of God, and to the! * 
edifying of our brother.But to wha 
uſe ſerveth this Chain with a Pad, 
lock hanging at 1t? This Chain 4 
called ( quoth ſhe ) Medzocrity, and 
ſerveth to chain up our doors for to 
keep out thieves , nd likewiſe 
keep in, allgood order in the houſe; 
if it were not for this Lock an 
Chajn we would have no order in 
any thing , buca confuſion , which 
ſhould cauſe and procure our dc 
firuttion and overthrow. | 


CHAP. XXI1I 
A Concluſion of the firſt Book. 


WW Hen Deſire had been a while! 
y in Chaſtitiezs company, at 
thelaſt raking his leave ofher.depar- 
ted with humble thanks, being like- 
wiſegreatly comforted by her words 
And his guide leading him our 
the hoyſe, ſaid unto him , now haſt 
thou ſeen all the houſe, and the La- 
dics therein dwelling, and whenſo- 
ever thou doſt remember all rhat 


rhou 


> 


SE. COND 
PART 


or Tun 
TREASURE ofthe SOUL, . 


CHAP. 1 
Of patience. 


Tz ſire parted merrily from rhe 
Palace of Humzlity, having fil- 
led his belly with the fruirs of the 
Garden thereof , and was well pro- 
vided with 2ood company , namely 
with his dog Geod-wzll. And at his 
one fide with the Fear of God, and 
at re other with Sincerity, and his 
Pockets full befides, with the fruits 
ot To truſt in God, And alchongh 
they had told him that it was ſhor- 
cr 
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any _ 


thotns , and not ſo troubleſome-t 
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yer 
did find wh be very 


dious , full of ſtones , hedges an 
thorns, Whereup 7" he (aid to Sin 
_ Ar G 50 auf cefien this 
xd, unedfic. ay tedious ? 1 

peer es have thought it , that 
could have been (6. Marvel nor, 
guoth Szncerity , for therefore 1 is 


called the-way of Patzence, and if it 
were not full of ſtones, prickles and 


walk 1 In, it ſhould nor bear the name 
which it doth, and the houſe where 
It bringeth a man unto, not of ſuch a 
great estimation ('if the way weret ; 
even and pleaſant, ) and every one 
could walkin it according to his own 
will and liking. But now none come 
thither, before they be first well ex- 
erciſed 1n vertue. For doest thou 
not remember the common proverb 
Theye is n0 gain without pain, No JJ; þ 
without Annoy. And ſeing thou art! 
now entred into it, be ofgood cheer, 
for it will nor Jast long ; for foo / 


knowes that he who defireth to fiſh, 
must not fear the water : and : dev 


om 
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tho1 think then to find ſo costly&pre- 
tious a treaſure as 1s the Love of God 
without pain ? Remember, I pray 
| hee, Seneca ſayeth , Arare and pre- 
cious thing 1s not to be bought with 
ſmall Mony : befides, the end of royl 
and labour, 1s rest and quiet. There- 
fore it were a fooliſh thing bur once 
ro imagine that ſuch a coſtly jew- 
| cl could be gotten (o eaſily at every 
4 mans pleaſure, For if one could find 
| ehe Love of God ſo lightly, he would 
be nothing eſteemed ofbecauſe l!ylc- 
ly gotten, lightly forgotten, There- 
1 fore do thy beſt, and ler a (m-!' ;:ain 
| not annoy thee,then afterward <.,0u 
ſhalt reſt with the Love of +4 re- 
joice and dayly banquer wirt.: hin : 
andthe greater pain thou takctt now 
to find im , the more wilt chou c- 
Steem of him, and with greater 1- 
Iigence wilt thou endeavour thy 
ſelf ro keep his favour. Ani !:kewifke 
how thy pain and travel which thou 
! haſt taken for him, hath been 1wmore 
+ tedious , (o much the greater ſhal 
| be thy joy , comfort and pleaſure. 
Again if thou feelestthy (clf weak af 


al mo$r 


% 
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moxst rezdy to ſwoun , take a iitdghe ( 
of the fruit to Truſt in God , whidfhe 
thou hasr about thee, and 1t will rqGo! 
vive the again, And if thou wilt nofſoo 
feel the tedjouſneſs of the way , dgvo! 
as commonly all travellers do, whgſoo 
with a ſong do lighten the tediouffwo 
neſs of their journey. Sinceritiehcre 
words did pleaſe Deſires , and ſaid} al! 
how 1s 1t poflible that one ſhould ( 9 
ſing in this old mans company ; fog thi 
commonly age 1s alwayes repugy C1 
nant to youthful a&ions? Tr is hig ct” 
cuſtome ( quoth ſhe ) ro bear ſuch all 
grave and ſevere a countenance, bug th: 
otherwiſe he is very pleaſanr,friend? bu 
ly, and merry ; for hc js the Love of th; 
Goas only brother,antd deliphreth inf 
mirch ; bur chiefly when we ſing ** 
no vatn, light, or worldly ſongs.Ho 
ſhal T begin to fing ( quoth Deſere 
ſcing 1 have nn vnice at all ? Ir can- 
not be { anſwered Sincerity ) that 
thou ſhouldſt nrr have any voice, ſe 
Ing that thou thy ff art avoice 
Þefire did marvel b:cavſe ſhe (:{d 
that he was a voice himſelf; and ask 
ed how 1t was poſſible that jt ſhould 
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ſa. Thou and all creatures{quoth 
ſhe ) are creared by the word of 
God; and it 1s moſt manifeſt, rhat 
ſoon after the word uttered, the 
voice followed. And ſcing that as 
ſoon as the Lord had (ſpoken the 
word . all creatures were made and 
created; It followerh therefore that 
all creatures are voices. I pray you 
( quoth Deſire ) ro tell me this ſome - 
thing more plainer,that Imighr con- 
Jceive ir. Willingly ( anſwered Sin- 
] cerity ) The (peech and the word 1s 
all one thing , "« the ſpeech 1s not 
that which! Is uttered by the mourh, 

but ir is the conceit of the mind and 
char which man ſpeaketh with the 
mourh, 1s the voice, which utrererh 
and giverh to underſtand the ſpeech 
the word, and the 1nward conceir 
of the mind. As for example; when 
! Ido think with my ſelf, that thou 
* art a man, this is a word or ( peech, 

j although ir lyeth hidden within me. 

Now let us hear, quoth Deſire, ſeing 
that Iam a voice, what kind of 
voice I am. Thou art, anſwered 
S3ncerity,a voice of the Lord , who 
hark, 


Tio | . 


. with Cod hath adorned me, is buf's 
voice of him, and ſayeſt nor gener#'*© 
ly, that all which I have in me is 
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hath created thee to honour, 1, 


and praiſe him. Bur what do I 
of my (elf ( as Tama voice ) qug@ 
Dejire. Through the good why 
thou haſt received from God, ( 
ſhe, rhou cryeſt that God is g 
and bounriful , and by the comd# 
neſs wherewith hehath endued rhPV! 
thou ſayeſt that God is beautiful:a$$ 
ſo conſequently, all that wherew$9 | 
God hath endued thee,1is but a voP8< 
of him , declaring his bounty aÞv! 
goodneſs.” Whar reaſvn have yd 
quoth Deſire', to ſay that all wheat 


| 
voice ? becauſe, an(wered ſhe, chalc 
{19 and wickedneſs, which do remal©r 
1n thee, are not created of God, ar”) 


_ therefore they cannot be voices 


the Lord, bur well thine own,deey®! 
ring that chou art vile, wicked, dſl 
filed and unclean , for as man md: 
come hy the creatures,ro the How 
ledge of God, ſolikewiſe may he g' 
rain through che works procced! 
from himiell, ro his own knowle b 

CHA 
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CHAP. II. 
ad@f the Knowledge of God through 
hy his Creatures. 


Efire marvelled at the Ladles 
grave countenance , and al- 
Hough ſhe ſeemed to be bur plain, 
aps notwithſtauding very $kilful 
vgd learned 1n all heavenly know- 
oBÞge, and (aid unto her, Wherefore 
,puld you have us to ſing ? There- 
io; quoth ſhe , becauſe we mighr 
egrc»ylomewhat forget the tedioul- 
cher pain of this vale of miſery : 


jereunto remembrance and con- 
plation of Gods creatures is like- 
hlſc a great aid and furtherance;and 
aJcrefore I have placed them 1n the 
1p y of Patzence , lo the ſooner ſhalt 
$gou come to the Love of God, if 
eyou doſt exerciſe thy heart ofren- 
dynes in the Book of the Creation: 
a$r chrough Patzence and the holy 


xriprures, ( whereof all the world 
g buc a Book ) we artaln to the 


owledge of God, and are greatly 
wp orted ina diltrefled nope.And 


if 


W 
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if thou wiltlearn to tune thy void 
learn 1t of the creatures, for Ro) 


them declare his goodneſs , ſoqy, | 
ſhew his might, ſome his wiſdonynd 
ſomehts excellency,fome his beautne: 
ſome his mercy, ſome his bounenþ j 
and generally all, more or lefk nc 
ſound forth his omnipotency , thr 
all in conftderation hereof , ſhoul { 
ſpread abroad his praiſe and —s 


Therefore endeavour thy ſelf n( 
learn to fing here by the way ; fa, 
where thougoeſt, namely in thr 
Palace of the Love of God , they dei 
nothing but fing forth his praif(c 
Teach me I pray you (quorh DeſirQlni 
to ſing by his creatures; for I caſm 
not learn it of my ſelf, Willingly,ary 
ſwered Sincerzty; Inthe mean whh a 
Deſire travelled far and wide inthd 
deſart , where he ſaw many grqai 
wonders of the Lord, and wh. þ 
learn and perceive his mercy aym 
goodneſs, and moſt part througd 
Sincerities help,DoErine and teagi! 
ing ; yet he was forced to endumt 
and ſuſtain many dangers,per1!!s ahe 
pain, for he did ſtumble, ne 
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"Y Sincerity kept him from falling, 
held yet notwithſtanding ſometimes 
, bur Sincerity did reach him the 
Hand . and help him up agaln, and 
utmctimes carcht ſuch falls, that if 
Yik Fear of God had nor aided him, 
ly never would or could have riſen 
thhain ; ſometimes when he ſhould 
$ forwards went backwards, and 
en he ſhould have amended 
Fc by the creatures oftentimes 
fd greatly hinder himfelf thereby. 
+ he did not endeavour to learn 


0 
f 


Ir ſecret voyces, but became ho- 
e through negligence and floth- 
7 = until the fear of God gave 
Im 2 good puſh, and drove him 
Arwards. Oftentimes he did tread 
hh a thorne, but Sincerity ſuccou- 
thed his feer and drew him our of ir 
7 Ofrenrimes fell a ſleep , bur 
e Fear of God did awake him: 
mettmes being weary ſate down 
d retted himſelf, hut his dog Good- 
Gi! did nor hold off from barking 
untill he did riſe again. Somert1mes 
ahe way was ſo tedious unto him, 


thar his heart began to faint him, 
; and 
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and deſired to turn back again , hy 
as ſocn as he did eat of the fruit 
To tut in God ( which he had 
his pocke:,and 1n every place abc 
him ) came to himiſelf, and waxy 
ſtrong 7ga!n. And ſomerimes pol 
by night . loſt the Fear of God a 
S3:cerity , fo that he miſt his v 
but as ſoon as the day appeared, 
theSun Hegan to ſhine, he fou 
quickly the way again by mea 
his dog. And when they had tf 
rravelled certain dayes, came att 
laſt 1nto a falr , large, and plea 
field , in the midſt whereof ſtoc 
Princely &coſtly palace,called 
where the Love of God was Porte 
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CHAP. 1. 


pF How tle Love ofGod doth exerciſe 
and try us- 


DE ire was glad when he ſv (o 
fatr and Princety a Palace, and 
found by wanton thar this wes - 
riſome , redious. and troublefo 
way had ſo and pleafam an 
Mue:Came therefore preſently atthe 
| my ofthe Palace, but finding them 
ut cloſſe, began to call and knock 
yer, notwirhſtanding, after long cry; 
ing and kaocking, none came to an- 
K {wer- 


—— - - bd 
- - 


F 
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_ 


* here ? Thou art weary 
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ſwer, Call and cry aloud(quoth Sin- 


cerity ) for inſodoing, ( althoughſ i 


Ir cannot be buc they ſhal hear thee; 
Knock hard with the Hammers 
which do hang at the gates,and then 
ſoon they will open the doors unto 
thee { for there hung rwo Hammers 
at the gate, called,To ſigh and weep 
Knock hard and boldly (quorh ſhe 
for if they were not wont to open} 
the gate to none, theſe two Ham- 
mers ſhould nor hang at the door, 
for I think they are made for that 
rpoſe, to let all thofe in that 
nock with them. Deſire having 
knockt and called very long before 
rheLoveofGod would open the gates; 
was yer at the laſt comforted by his 


coming. W hohavingopenedrhe door 
Deſire knew him nor.Brother(quorh 


{ 
the Love of God what doſt thou lack {1 


or defire? For whom dofſt thou look 
chaps 
zo have watched fo long at the gate, 
and to have knocked fo ofrentimes. 
Bur here we fain us all to be half 


deaf, totry the conftancic and p:- 


vicnce 


T 
they were all aſleep, of half deaf )f| hi 
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tience of the travellers who come 
hicher. An when we 'find ſome 
that are weary, and perſwade them- 
ſelves that there 15 nothing elſe be- 
longing unto 1t, bur as ſoon as they 
are come then preſently to open the 
gaces forthem, & ler them come in : 
chen welertthoſe, withouropening un- 
rothem, return back agatn, becauſe 
, we open not the door to any who 
thinketh char he h:th deſerved 1t,8 
44 perſwades himiclf chart he is worthy 
th ofic,and that 1c 15 our duty, and are 
th} bound todo it. And art thou none 
gh of cheſe fellows? No, my good Lord 
c ( quoth Deſ;re ) For although I have 
uffercd and ſuſtained much ſorrow 

SY and pain both of body and ſoul; yer 
f3 I know for certain , that I have not 
h\ deſerved , and am altogether un- 
worthy ro cnter into the houle, un- 

leſs it would pleaſe your Lor 'thip, 
through your gre::r mercy and 7ood- 
» nels, roleadan! vring .ne within. 
| Wherefore would: ** -!:0u come in? 
f (quoththeLyv» ofGod, \>r whom doſt 
- thou (cek here in this ouſe? My 
Lord { auivered Dre) lam come 
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from the Palace of Humilitit , ac- ; 
companied with theſe worthy per. # 
ſonages, and have taken thy journey - 


through che neareſt way, being Pati- 
ence , to ſeck 'out the Lowe of God 


God ) whereby a man may know 
thou comeſt from thence ? Yea, my: 
Lord ( ſaid Deſire ) I have brought 
true tokens with me ; whereof the 
one was given me m the hoſe of 
Humilitit, and 1s called Knowleegt 


of bimſe[},and the other have Ilearn- | 


ed by the way and 1s called Know- 
leage of God. kam glad ( quoih the 
Love of God ) to lee thee (o well 


provided ; bur doſt thou think that | 


who, as I am informed, keepeth | 
here his reſidence. Doft thou not * 
bring any token ( quoth the Love of * 


\W 
. 


for this knowledge ſake we are . 


bound to let thee enter here ? No, 
my Lord , ( anſwered D-/z"e ) bur 
for thy gracc and mercies lake , be- 
cauſe I cannor re]] whether rhefe 
rwo ſundry know!cdpes arc perfeR& 
or not, and therefore I daubr of 


their ſufficiency; IFknow that ] have | 


[ivelt in the Palace of Bymz/itie 
for 


e 


| 
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{or a time, and that they have ſhew- 
ed me there all the houſe , the 
Damlcls, their nature and condition; 
hae 1 cannot tel] whether I have 
well digeſted In my ſtomach che 
truits which 1 have caren there, 
alchough thy were unto me very 
plcaſant- Befides , I do not know 
whether I have profited or. not by 
the way; for ofrentimes the prickles 
and thorns have grievouſly hyrc me, 
and my company hath brought me 
hither almoſt perforce : Therefore, 
my good Lord, I can aſſure thee of 
nothing that I can bring wich me, 
but only of my wick:dnea(s, unbelicf 
and imperte&ion. And the chiefeſt 
occaſion chat moved me to ſeek the 
Love of Goa, was this , rhat] heard 
thac he was a good Phytfitian and 
Chirurglan, and would ler me Hloud 
and purge me from all corru 3cons 
and uncicanlinels? And I amrold, 
as ſoon as he dorh ſee one , know- 
eth preſently his diſeaſe, although ic 
lvechhidden ſecret wichla rhe hear: 
And whercloe ver he purteth his 


hand upon them , he gprgeth and 
v2 cicanſ- 
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cleanſeth el] things. Wherefcre, ſaid 
the Love ofGod,ndoft rhou defire ro be 
thus cl-ap , ſound . and unſported - 
Becauſe { aniwered Deſrre that I wi 
ailo told, that none who were uþ 

clean and undehiled ſhovld, or _ 
enter or come intro this place. Seing} 
tt 1t 1s ſo as thou ſayeſt ( quoth the 
Love of God , and that thou putteſt 
all thy confidence into our hands, ſ 
tarry here a while, for thou caſt) 
not become familiar with the Love |. 
#f God ,ere thou become acquainted 
firſt with his Page; therefore 1 will} 
go call him, and he will inſtru&/ 
thee of all what thou haſt to do and 

ſpeak unto his Lord and Maſter. ; 


| 


CHAP. TI 
Of the love of our Neighbour. | 


Eſire tarried with great expeQ1- 
cion for the forth coming of | 


this Page, that he might bring him : 

to the ſpeech of his Lord & Maſter, | 

And not long after ſaw him come, 

& was called Ni z2hbowr ly-loves which 
| - ſight 
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{{pht did greatly rejoyce him , that 
even for the love which he bare ro 
the Love of God , could not abſlaine 
from weep ng” do#t thou 
weep, quoth Nigltly-love ? for 
they arc all merry jn this houſc,and 
from hence 1s baniſhed all ſorrow 
and ſadneſs. 1 do not weep for any 
prief, ſaid Defire , bur for jov. For 
whom doſt thou icck here , quoth 
Nezghhbourly-love? My (on, anſwered 
Ie, Tlook for the Love of God. 1 am 
his ſervant and Page (quorh he)and 
1f.chou doſt ſeek my Lord , firſt of 
all thou muſt ſpeak & come acquain- 
red with me,for my Lord loverh me 
dearly, and therefore thoſe that 
love not me, he will not know them 
nor once ſpeak unto them. Fain 
would I know thy nature and con- 
dir1ons ( quoth Deſere ) and for thy 
Lord and Maſters ſake become ac- 
quainted with thee? If thou doſt 
deſire my acquaintance and friend- 
ſhip, quoth Nerghbourly-love , thou 
muſt provide and give me cvery 
morning , an herb for my breakfaſt, 
called, to think humbly, and for my 

F 4 dinner 
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dinner another, called, to ſpeab hum- 
b!y, and for my ſupper another not 
unlike thefirſt, called, To worb and 
do humbly. Bur where ſhal I pet theſe 
lieros ( quorh Defire ) the firſt cal- 
led to think humbly , anſwered the 
Page, groweth in Hyrztlities garden | 
where ſhe eſteemed her ſelfa ſlave 
ofall (lzves,& worſe then a beaſt.Bur 
ro coine caf1ly to this herb, becauſe ' 
Itis a great way to the Palace of 
Humzlity, thou ſhalt rake a horſe. 
ro ride on , called, tathink well of | 
every man, and by theſe means 
mayſt thou come by this herb every 
morning. The ſecond herb 1s made 
of three ſundry herbs; of the firſt 
think humbly, of meebneſs and aff a5i- 
Lity in (1eerh,and upon the laſt is caſt 
a (ma) powder, ctll:d $!/aw & Little 
The thir4 herb called to work hum- 
bly, 1s mide of divers herbs, where- 
of Mirth, Love , and quzetneſs , of 
dilieenceare the cniefeſt, And when- 
ſoever thou doft feed me with theſe 
herbs . rhen our acquaintance and 
friendſhip will contique and abide 
for evcr , and I will ſoon bring thee 


0 
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to the ſpecch of my Maſter. The 
counſel and doQrine of the Page did 
gelight Deſire, and ſatd: Scing thou 
had made me acquainted with thy 
nature and deſire, I will d:lizently 
endeavour my (elf to procure and 
ger theſe herbs for to give them out 
unto thee. After this, they both con- 
tinued in familiarity one with ano- 
ther a long time. And Deſire having 
convenient time and opportunity, 
ſaid unto him , I beſeech thee ſhew 
me ſo much favour as to bring me ro 
thy Lord. Willingly, quoth Nezgh- 
hourly Love, for thou haſt done, thine 
endeavour fince thou haſt beenwith 
me. Bur rarry herea while , I will 
go call my Lord, and (ce whether 
he wil come forth to ſpeak with thee 


CHAP TI. 


Of the Love of God , and our Netghs 
b6ur, and of the ſecond drgree to 
Live, and of his office and 
aayly ext;cife. 


[D366 doubring whether the 
Love ofGod would come forlh io 


Ks 


Speak 
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ſpeak with him, becauſe he ſaw i 
own vileneſs , poverty and miſery 
and how unworthy he was to ſpeal 
with ſuch a Lord, eſpyed one te 
come towards him, who ſaid ; Bro. 
ther , what doſt thoulook for ; or 
whart1s thy deſire? Sir, quoth Defire 
I look for the Love of Goa. 1 am he, 
anſwered the Love of God. And as 
ſoon as Deſire did hear this, fell in a 
ſowond,but the Love ofGod took him 
by the hand, anc lifting him up, ce. 
vived him again. And when he ſaw | 
the Love of God make ſo much of 
him,he began moſt birterlyro weep, | 
Inſomuch that he covld not ſpeak | 
any word ar all , which the rove of | 
God ſeeing, being of a pentle ard 
rencer h::rr, was moved with com- 
paſſion , and marvelled preatly of 
the extream Love,defire andaffeRi. 
on which Deſire did bear unto hiem, 
becauſe he ſaw him weep ſor very 
Joy:8&ſ(a1d,] pray thee weep no more 
and do nor make me ſad, for 1 can- 
not abidetn ſee theſe weep tha! lnve 
we. Tcllme who rold thee 1 dwele 
here ? A ſheplierd { quoth Pere ) 
whom 
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ſery whomTmet by the way,8&did dire& 
ol ooh me hither. What ſaid he of me un- 
> te fo thee, ſaid the Love of God , that 
Bro. thou loveſt and defirett me ſomuch: 
or doeft thou Love me fo dearly , be- 
er cauſe thou haſt been told that Tam 
, bountiful ro my friends , and unto 
| as thoſe rhat ſerve me very frank and 
n 2 |iberal. No,quorh Defre, not there- 
im fore but becauſe you are a noble and 
re. good Lord , and becauſe you bring 
ty | your friends in a place where they 
of ſhal ſce God which 1s the greateſt 
D, blefiedneſs of all the world. This 
k | g00d and holy mind of Deſire did 
f delight the Love of God nor alittle, 
and was an occafion that he loved 
- Hhimthe more foric. 1 marvel my 
F Lord, quorh Deſire ſcing. your high- 
neſs art ſo Noble a Prince, that your 
grace putterh rhem chat come to 
ſeek you to ſuch pain and travel, and 
art ſo hardly to be ſound our. Hold 
rhy peace, anſwered the Love of Go4 
this myſtery is hidden from many, 
for ſome there are who think they 
have not found me, nor known me, 
yer I notwithſtanding am alwayes 
near 
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near them , and they are filled and 
repleniſhed with me. And ſome 
there are Jikewiſe who perſwade 
themſelves that they have found me 
who are yertfar from me,& know me 
not. I'prav your highneſs therefnre 
quoth De/tre , to letrme underſtand 
your nature and conditions, that 
I may know thereby wherner I am | 
ncar or far from you, for I take you 
for my Lord and Maſter. Mine ex- 
erciſe and office 1s , anſwered the 
Love of God, to love. God, andI am 
a child of the Knowledge of God. In 
what ſort do you Love God , quorh 
Deſire ? Thave, anſwered the Love of 
God , a defire co with for him with 
all my hearr, & wich all rhe ſtrength 
and force ofmy Soul and to find him 
I leave nothing undone , ufing all 
means thereunto poiſtÞle. And thar 
I might know him rhe b-rter, to his 
praiſe and glory , I defire that all 
the earch would acknowledge his 
unſpeakeable and infinite goodneſs, 
and that all creatures ſhould laud, 
honour and praiſe him. With this 


defire' I conſtrain and force my (elf 
to 
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to do nothing wherewith to dif- 
pleaſe him, and if peradrenture 
through weakneſs I offend him,then 
preſencly I proſtrate my (clf before 
him, and crave pardon at his hands 
for my offence; and then we are 
as good friends as ever we were be- 
fore; and becauſe my Lord God 1s 
ſo boun:riful and good, 1 am not yet 
Ke tO this firſt degree, bur I en- 
 deavour my (elf alſo, ro my ſmall 
power and ability , to execute and 
do that, which he or any of the leaſt 
among us doth command me , with 
as great dillpence as may be. And 
hereby only I car perceive, how 
dearly F do love lim , whenT do 
that which he commandeth me. For 
certainly I believe, that norhing 1s 
more acceptable or pleaſant unto 
him, ns ſervice or reverence more 
' delightful, rhen the obedience unto 
| his will and commandments. For 

he himſelf doth ſay , how can thy 

ſervice pleaſe me? 'or how canſt 

rhou perſwade thy ſel: chat I Love 

thee , when thou doſt nor keep my 


my commandments ? For know 
char 
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thar there 15s nothing that Jozned 
and knitted faſter thy ſpiric with 


mine, then willingly co execute my 
will; and keep my Laws ſtatutes. 


CHAP. TY. 


The Office of the Lowe of God in the 
ſecond degree. 


I the ſame degree of Charity, I 
have purpofed to do all things, 
whereunro by office and calling I 
am bound unto,and ſcing that Thave 
now bound my ſelf to God (whereof | 
I repent me not ) I am willing to 
obey his will and commandment : 
daily, therefore , 1 conſider my 
office , and all things thereunto be- 
longing, and for the better executi- 
on hereof , I diligently follow the 
counſel of the godly , :nd the holy 
Scriptures, for I know that many 
hercin offend myLord,becauſe they 
are ignorant of theſe things which 
are belonging to their duty. And if 
they know ir, anddoirnot, then 
they arc far worſe, becauſe they ſin 

not 
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4 fot throveh 1gnorance, or weakneſs, 
<q bur only through meer wilfulneſs & 
4 malice. Befides, that which T have 
TY promiſed and have ſworn, and vow- 
ed unto him, whercunto Iam moſt 
bound ) I endeavour with all dilt- 
gence to perform 8& keep 1t. There- 
fore I have vowed unto my Lord to 
ſerve him with three Damſels , 05e- 
aienet, Chaſtity, and Poverty.There- 
fore every morning I ſtudy how I 
>1 might beſt ſerve and pleaſe him, 
** ſpeaking unto my ſoul as followerh; 
I Lerus caſt avout, my ſoul, how we 
' fhal behave our ſelves this day to 


ft | pleaſe and to ſerve our Lord. And 
? | again inthe evening. 1 ſay unto her 
* | Let usſec, O my ſoul, how we have 
/ | ſervedofft Lord ro day , with the 


ſaidBamſels, whether we have of- 
fended him in any thing or no:And 
In this ſort I endeavour my ſelf to be 

2 loyal fervam ro my Lord with 
theſe Damſels. Wherefore do you 
this (quoth Deſire, ) Therefore an- 
ſ[wered theLove of God, becauſe theſe 
three Damlels are Chamverlatns to 
my Lord, and none can come 1n his 
Chamber 


* - *% 
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Chamber and ſpeak wich him , a 


leſs firſt they do open htm the do 
and prepare himthe entry. I pra 


you ( quoth Deſire) to tell me what 


ſpiricual exerciſes you do ute, for to 


be fairhful unto theſe Damſels : I ;| 


have, anſwered, the Love of God, ti 


three intents which I do offer both 


day avd night, that furcher me to all 
manner of jervices. The fir{t intent 


ſecond, Deſire notoing. The firſt 1n- 
rear ſerverh Obeapzence, when I dreſs 
ir with a certain ſawce , called to do 
and then 1s called A4dvgnce not to do, 


And the finerIdreſsthis for her dier, | 
the more friendſhip ſhe getterh for 


' 


| 


is called . wih or advance not. The | ; 
| | 


| 


! 


l 


| 


my, and in greater favour the brings ( 
with my Lord, and ſayeth much | 


good of me unco him, ſo that he by 
her words loves me dearly, and 15a 
mercitul and bountiful Lord unto 
me. This forefaid diſh, nameJy, 
Advance not todo, when I drefsir 
with another ſawce, called, to have, 


then 1t 15 called, i(þ or advance not 


to have, and Rerc-withal I feed and 
maintain the other Damſcl , called 
Poverty. 
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[Poverty Stay 2 while, (quorh Deſire) 
why ſhould IT no: with or advanct 
my ſelf to have ſomething when | 

TE lack ? This is nor thus to be under- 

7 ſtood, anſwered the Love of Goa,for 

[ if thou necdeſt ſomething, thou haſt 
ry thy Soveraign, who will by himſelf, 

b or by his Commanders , ſufficiently 
provide for thee, withour thy wiſh- 

on | Ing or asking , which 1s altogether 
unmannetrly, For where one 1s who 

4 | hath the commandrhent and care 

| Over all che houſehold , he will ſuf- 

0 ficiently provide for chem all after 

» | his power and abilicy, and as it be- 

» | cometh his duty, place. & aurhoriry; 


' Tothe end the reſt ſhould addi& 
| 


hat 


' themſelves more zealouſly to the 
; ſervice of God, and to the contem - 
platton of heavenly :nd fpirirual 
rhings, without every mans own par- 
ticular c:refulne(s ro crave, ask or 
advance to have that which keneed- 
eth. And 1c were a preat QVcl 2h, 

that a chief Commander of anvplace 
ſhould not have the care and fore- 

caſt ro provide for his Suvjetts or 
Houſholds neceſſity, without their 

| asking. 
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I - 

Cha ©*K10g-But thar which I ſpeak of ad 
leſs fi 29cing demanding, or craving, is di 
and  erlly,»utchiefly Two wayesto be U 
you I[t9od.Firſt whenthey provide nc 


ſpir' 27 thy neceſſity , without thy as 
be f 19g or craving , which is preatly rg 
hay, Þ< Miltked, diſcommended , an | 
thre Qpratſed in a Congregation whaty, 
day {ocver. Secondly , that which thoy, 
m necdeſt , rhou doſſt lack Ir grearly,, 
"js and nor tobe wilkul and wanton, 
 Orelfe1n all things which thou can; 
deſire therein will conſift curioſicy,, 
ſupertlutty and tempting ofGod ,For; 
believe me, that under the cover & | 
colour of neceſſity , lye ofcentimes, 
hidden divers and many fins,&chiefe 
ly in things belonging ro the main- 
renance and ſuſtenance of the body, 
as meat, drink. apparel,and ſuch like 
things are. How ſhal I know (quoth| 
Deſire ) whether it be needful , ſu- 
p-rtJuiry, or wanronneſs onely,that: 
which I demand or crave to have ?, 
She anſwered the 1.9:e of God, whe- 
ther thou canſ} ſorbear it, and live 
withour it, without the «great hin- 
derance, p-ril and danger of thy 


aq. Ry 3 20 © 


oul 
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c, pul and body.Bur if thou didſt per- 
7 are chat jt ſhould turn theeto 
15 dhch perill and dammage , thento 
: "Dire nothing, were a great ſin and 
© Gadnefs,and contrary to Gods com- 
Sandements. Bur if chou canſt for- 
') Yearit, and be withour it, ſo it be 
|, Not ( as T have (aid ) dangerous and 
22 orcful to thy health, alchough ſom - 
Noh hat painful, troubleſome an4 red1- 
Inly us to thy fleſh, then to Deſire no- 
"ON, hing is a great vertue, and worthy 
- f praiſe and commendation. But 
24s che holy Scripture ſaith , Bleſled 
"Fs the man that tuffereth ſomething 
r & for the Love of God, Therefore, if 
NS thou canſt forbear it without the 
(ef. 2Zarding and indangering both of 
rat Soul or body; then to crave, 
Ys ask and demand, eſteem ft wanton- 
Ke neſs onely , although it covereth 1t 
_ ſelf with the cloak of neceſſicy,wanr 
"" need, and holineſs. For fins never 
_ diſcloſe and ſhew rhemſclves bare, 
* *| bur preſenc themſelves alwayes un- 
© derthe colour of good things; and 
'C hereby mayeſt chou know whether 
1- irbe neceſſary or not, when thou 


ly craveſt 
ul 


herein. 
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craveſt ſomething, And that none ( 


deceive themſelves in their ownopil, 
nion , they need greatly a diligent 
Inquiſition, and a vertuous cx erci'; 
and if they be deſtitute hereof, th-n 
ſer them go about their buſineſſe 
with couniel of the holy Scriptures, 
or with the advice of a godly and 
wiſe man who will inſtru them 


CHAT. YV. 


Of Deſire nothing, and Remember 
nothing. 


COB. Of os + a. m__ —_— ” 


QEne I have now diſcloſed unto 
. Jthee my firſt intent, wherewithal 
I mainraine the two damſells, Obed:- 
(12 and Poverty, Ifkewiſe I will dif- 
cover the nature and property otche 
orhers; namely, Deſire and 
Remember nothing. Thou muit knaw 
that che (aid firſt intent , To w?lh for | 
xthing, groweth and commerh of | 
nothing but from a Defire to have or p 
&o nothing. Abd when the caule 
which is the Deſire to with for, 15 


taken away and rooted our, then h1s 
force 
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NE {-rce and effet doth ceaſe quickly, 
PRE which is, To a5h for. And hereby 1s 
enth nade that which is contrary to it; 
Namely , To ask nothing. Whichis 
my ſecond intent, wherewithal 1 
maintaine dame Poverty. But thou 
muſt mark , that this Deſire , 15 un- 
derſtood only of worldly and carth- 
ly matters. But becauſe this herb 
hath an other root, whercout It 
groweth z; which 1s to Remember, 
( for nothing there can be wiſhr for 
which was not before remembered) 
therefore make much of this third 
intent , which 1s, ro Kemember no- 
o | thing, wherewithal I maintain the 
third Damſcl , called Chaſtity. Bur 
thou mult underſtand this Remember- 
ing, when 1t1s ſubſtantial, ſtedfaft 
wilful , and ſpriuging Our 'of a fleſh- 
ly luft, For 1tis nor 1n mans power 
not to Remember nothing, but will nor 
to ſuffer thoughts ro remain and 
caſt foundations in him, but to turn 
| them quickly oft, and ro think of 
? Gnd. Bur becauſe that this herb 
Reriembring doth water 1c (elf with 
a water called To ſt: we muſtcaſt 
upon 


ear bt. amardt 1 , SY 


_— 


pe [39 Toe Treaſur, 
EY Opon it 2 
| to baveca 


theſe three jn. 
cOoMprehended all the 


es ſerving the 


thumlity as of any 
*her vVertues, becaule I Know that 


creue 
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ſove. And 1n like ſort, it could have 
no place in m -— fy gent arr 
Jl had caſt and thrown out of ir all 
curious , fuperfluous, and partial 
things, reſerving only to my uſe but 
a few Books. How do you call this 
Jewel ( quorh Deſire? Tr 1s called 
( anſwered the Love of God ) No- 
thing at all, for this 15 the greateſt 
crea(ure that Poverty can poſicſs, 
who 15 the richeſt Lady of the carth 
becauſe ſhe hich as much treaſure 
hereof as ſhe will her (clf. 


LAT. 


The office of the 1.9-:4 of God, and of 
Prat. 


N this degree of charity, whereof 

[ have ſpoken , which was for to 
obey his commandement, {( as my 
duty doth require ) there 1s yet a- | 
nother circumſtance to be confider- 
ed, for the Office ſake , whereinthe 
hach placed me; namely , to be 
his Chamberlain : which is, when- 
ſoever I come,to ſerye him, or come 


[Q 
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bet ro crave ſomething at his hands, or 

(| bur only to ipcake with him; I have |* 

. | then a tpecial care to come before |* 

| him with ſuch great humilicy , low- : 
lineſs, and pureneſs of mind as Iam R 
able. And the purer and cleaner |© 
that my heart is, the more eaſier I |! 
ſce, behold , and know him ; And |* 
pray my loving Brother, the Fear of F : 
God, & ny Auart Reverence, to keep | * 
me company. Whar do you when , © 
Lady Xeverence goth with you ( aid | 
Deſire? ) Then 1 remember and |* 
think whac I am ( anſwered, the 
Love of God ) and let before my eye 
the Majeſty and greatnels of my 
Lord, who 1s to be {erved with fear 
and reverence, as one only worthy 
of 1t. Belides , I remember thar all 
Angels and ety Principalities | 
do fall down before him , worſhip 
and adote him, being aſtoniſhed at 
ſueh great, excellent, and 1ncompre- | 


——  . a . Aa AAS .. - an 


| 


( i - henfible a Majeſty. Moreover, I 
is o57clude that he knoweth the le- 
X } crets of my heart , and ſecth my 1n-; 


1%; ward thoughts, better cheg I my (elif, 
Fr Likewife , that he can, according 


0! 
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Tho his godly will and pleature , do 
'c 
6 and ui:do all things , and that life 


and death , being and not being, 
and tne alvatinn and concemnation 
. Of all rhe world are in his hand and 
5 | power. Furthermore, I remember 
4 | that he is the fountain & wel- ſprivg 
«| of all goodneſs , the only and ſove- 
f |; | raign good in hezven and earth : 
4 ard when diligently I pur In mind 
4 q | thole things, then I begin to ſhake 
4 | and .remble , then my heart and 
| mind begins to alter, io that often- 
times I fall ina (wound , chiefly 
when I conſider that. I being (o 
wicked, vile, unclean , and worſer 
then any dog ., preſume to under- 
rake ſuch an Office , and to be fo 
familiar with fuch 2 mighty Lord, 
and that ſuch a renowned Ma ;eſly 
will vouchſafe to delight In my vile 
; company, and ſuffer me to ſpeak & 
ear with him, as his familiar and Gn- 
ly friend. And oftentimes my (elf 
: do rell him of 1t, ſaying, Wherefore 
| doſt thou ſuffer (O my Ged ) thele 
viie and unclear; t: er A ſtand be- 
fore thee? How, my Lord 151 © de- 


(x Cent 
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cent that thou ſhouldeſt be ſerved off; 
ſuch wretches aud wicked offenders 
as we are ? Where tis the honour, 
and reverence due to thy Princelyſhji 
Majeſty ? But what anſwer doth heh 
gtve you ( quoth Deſire? ) I cannor 
rell (anſwered the Love of God ) bur 
only that for very joy he makes me 
to weep, and fayeth; Do nar crouble [4c 
thy (elf here-withal , for thou haſt 1, 
nor procured thee this Office, and ſh 
haſt not placed thy ſelf in it , bur Ih 
have called thee unto ir, and Iknow], 
wherefore I have doneit , but bei. 
thou careful to look to rhy calling:J a 
and *that which thy office doth re-{h 
quire and demand , endeavour thy 
ſelf diligently to further and per- 
] 
' 
' 
| 


form 1t. What do you ſay unto him 


(quoth Deſire ) when you come be+» 
fore him, accompanied with Humi- 


"lzty, Charity , Fear and Reverence ? 


Firſt of all (quoth the Love of God)! 
when I csave ſomething at his hands 
and would move him to grant me 
my requeſt, then I endeavor w!1 
all my force and power to exalt and} 
praiſe him, and ceaſe not for to pive 

1m 
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{Him thanks for all his benefits which 
5 have received, for Iknow that 
rFhis is acceptable and pleaſant 1n 
J his ſight. And whenſoever I goa- 
e Hour to praiſe him , then I cehearſe 
tall che wondrous works which he 
t thath done , recreating & deltghring 
© {my ſelf cherein greatly. ThisſameIdo 
© frouching his great power , wiſdom 
ſt Jand goodneſs : further, I rehearſe 
d ſhis great mercy andbenefits, which 
he hath beſtowed upon his people 
and (ervanrs, praifing and magni- 
fying hum cherein. 1 do nor forger 
$alio his grear mercy ſhewed unto 
his enemies, which he doth daily 
up conrinue , marvelling greatly 
n Þ1; omnipotency, excellency. and 
comprehenſible goodneſs, in that 
he dort: net puniſh cher according 
to thet- deſerts yur rather doth 
** make them Parcaker< of his bounty - 
and liberalicy. Ithank him alſo for 

the great mercy which in him 1s al- 
waves reſident , delighrting ro re- 
count his vertue and bounty, which 
| flaw and run from him,praifing and 
magnifying him forchoſc,and rejoic- 
G 2 10g 
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132 151 them, and 1n his unſpe- kat 
nercy. And this 1 do ofrenimn 
bucivſe 1 know: that this js his wi 
and doth greatly plcaſe him.B. fide 
bis w!ll 1s,thet we being fafniliar wi 
im, ſhould talk of ſecret and he 
venly things, which arc hidden fr 
thoſe that do not eftcem ro cnt 
Into his privy Chamber , althouy 
they are of h1s hovihold and d.1 
ſervants, Wherefore (quorh Defur 
do you give him. all rhis paif 
rhanksgivirng and blefling: Bc auf 
an\wered the Love of GOD,the mo 
I extol his goodnels,and the mire 
d1fable and humble my ſelf befe 
him, the more I ame agreeab]* a 
acc: ptable unto him. For "y 
his moſt bleſied and holy will, 
ae ſhculd have alvayes before, ot 
eyes his unſpeakable goodreis, hig 
tie1s.cxcellency,and omi.lpotenc.y 
& cur weekneis.Ar:d altl ough Ig 
unro him as much praiſe ard that 
-£ cver I may, lamcer:iain, ; 
hiremTt cen beno jar, for he 15 
11-2107 eXcellency, power, higine 
Wd worehinets, rhen 1, or any ma 
l 
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-imeal or immortal tongue can utter, or 
« wiſtny fieavenly or eartiily creature 
ſideeoncerve or comprehend, 


[WI 
1 he CHAPYTL 

f | 

al Dfth? Love of Goa in tne ſecond 
10Uug deg'te, and manner how tn pray. 
4. 


A Erer that T have praiſed, thank- 
"Ac<d and cxalted him as mucin 
as lam able, then I do commend 
unto hin my foul, my while will, 
nd the beſt intent and mind whic') 
have : which is, that altiough | 
might gain all the world , I would 
in © wiſe anger or offe a4 him, 
Jpraying him from the Hottom of my 
heart , that it would pleaſc lim to 
keep, ſtrengthen and furcher m- i: 
this good and godly mind; for with- 
out 11m I were not able to keep ic 
long. This done, I pray him for c!:c: 
forgiveneſs of all my treſpaſles ai: 4 
offences, whercin I have trantpret! - 
ed his holy Lawes; and that he 

would nor let me ſer my thoughts, 
| loye and mind upon any thing »ut 
3 upon 
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upon him only. And becauſe he 
vouchſafed ro accepr me for his ſef. 
vant and friend, and hath honouws 
ed me with ſuch an Office , thath 
v ould likewiſe pleaſe him ro gi 
me the ſpiric of Humility, wt 
might draw and turn away my min 
from pride, avd from all that dot 
diſpleaſe him:to the end my fervic 
be not ro his diſhonour , but to hi 
honour and glory ; giving me tha 
which he knoweth to be moſt need 
full upto me , and that which hel 
willing 1 ſhould have to his glo 
for tro be more acceprayle unto hin 
And this I dofor no other cau 
bur that I might live and die wi 
him,and fear not tobe caſt(alrhoug 
T have deſerved it ) out of his ſigh 
and favour. Then afterward I pra 
to him for my friends and acquait 
tance, as alſo for all creatures, th 
1t weuld pleaſe him in his mercy te 
give them grace,that they all ſhoulc 
praiſe , honour, love , and thar 
him, as 15 theiPduty : endeavourir 
my ſelf for ro do nd (peak al! thy 
wich all pureneſs and fimplicity 
mind. Whar do you (quoth Defire Þ 


| 
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ro come by ſuch gpreneſs? Tomy 
utrermoſt , anſw the Love of 
God, I have a ſpecial care ro my 
mind , and keep a ſtraic watch over 
all my cogitatians , and do moſt 
carefully look to my ſoul. And be- 
ſides, I (urvey narrowly all my ſen- 
ſes, ſetring alwayes before my eyes 
Sincerity , who turneth all things 
which ſhe ſeerh ro the beſt. and 
when will aſſure my ſelf againſt all 
the world, and have no cauſe to 
fear any body, then I go and remain 
with my Lord; for itis all my com- 
« fort , joy, pleaſure, and my ſo- 
veraign good, to be in his company 
ro ſpeak , and ask his advice and 
couvſel: and I am never contented, 
qulec, ſarisfied or aſſured bur when 
1am with him. And therefore 1 
have determined to leave and for- 
ſake all thivgs, for t@ dwell and re- 
main with him , and never rogo 
from him , bur when he doth com- 
mand me. Irs yet ( quoth very 
ſomerimes needful ro read alſo. 
it crue ( anſwered the Love of God ) 
char reading 1s good, not for to be- 


G4 come 
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come crafty and ſubr1l chereby, b 
only to learn raſknow God and his 
wayes,and to love him as we ſhoule 

And ro this I need not many books, 
bur 211 deeply fall in love with my 
Lord, and ſer all my defire & whole 
mind upon kim , "wh all my un- 
derſtanding and witdom ; for his 
love doth ſuffice me , and will in- 
ſirut me in all things which are 
requiſire for me to know. And he 
will Dy the m-ans of love , diſcloſe 
and epen unto me more ſecrets rhen 
all the hooks of rhe world are able 
to do. And my ſoul gathereth mor 
pureneſs, fear, fervency,reveretice, 
reoentance , ftrength and force t9 
refiſt my fle- h when I am with him, 
then when I 1o read. Beſides, f 
know that he never will ::k an ac- 
coun: how mnct;T'"ave read and ſty- 


diced. but how I ave honourcd and 


loved him, yet hereby I will nat 
ſeem ro condemn reading , chicfly 

thoſe who kno no: rhe waves 
4 God, nor the government co c'1C 
ſpirit, nor cannot frame 1n go0.i or- 
der their. choughts, words, & deeds, 


as * 
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as they ſhould dozto thoſelſay,itis ne 


ceſlary that they ſhould read along 
time to hecyme prompr E&readie in 


ſpiricual&inward cxerciſcs, Forother 


wiſe1t would veagreat maidneſs,pre- 
ſumprion, nav,a contempr & deſpi(- 
ing cfrheK1ng.thara cloivnith fello + 
who know-rh nor the uſe, cuito.ns. 
and language of the Court , wou'd 
come perſonally to __ 
King in the preſence of all }11;1, Lords 
:nd N>bles ; ; and now being.in 1 
midit of his taik . ſhould caſt tor: t 
unwiſe and fooliſh words , acco:- 
ding to his cuſtome, for tins aoul.l 
rurn to his great ſhame & confullon; 
for the King would command {11.1 
to be driven away, ſothat it ſhoiild 
have been betrer for him never tr» 
have preſumed ro ſhew himſelf be- 
fore his Majeſty. And thus it is wi-in 
(piricual matters. Bur thoſe tharhave 
porten the knowledge of God, an 
of heavenly thing3,ciher by rea1!n? 
hs kearing , prayer 15 much more 
profitable, an4 a more cxcclienr 3 
exerciſe then reading; h-tn2 n). 
{(omewhart acquainted with them iy: 
(3 5 ce! 


"4 
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ners,uſe and cuftome uſed in the (pk 
ritual and heavenly Court. And 
when I am now before myLord,thed 
T take Feed that Iturn not my head: 
eyes , and body hither and thith 

becauſe 1t 1s aſign of contempr of 
his word , when one ſpeaketh unta 
him, and then turneth his face ano- 
ther way. Declare this: unto me 
( quoth Deſire) ſome what better; 
for I do not well underſtand jt 
When I (anſwered the Love of God } 
ſpeak unto my Lord, and caſtmy: 
mind and cogitations upon other ; 
:natrers, then I turn him my back & 
not my face. Therefore I think 
and perſwade my ſelf that he al- 
w ayes ſeeth me, and never rurgeth 
his eyes from me, for to mank whac 
1ſfay , what fervency I have , whge 
reverence I ſhew unto him, likewlie 
1 what repentance, love and unity 
Ido exerciſe my ſelf. Then after- 
ward I humbly thank him for all his 
benefits befiowed upon me, and 
generally upon all creatures; having 
them ofcentimes 1n my mind , and 


rehearſing thetn unto him, becauſe I 
know 
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know that he cannot abide any un- 
chankfulneſs , or that 1n any wiſe 
we ſhould forget his goodneſs de- { 
clared unto us all. 


. 


CHAP. VIII. 
Of the third degree of the Love ofGod. 


Oey nap 1 now ſpoken unto thee 
of che firſt degree oflove which 
[ bear unto my Lord , which 5 to 
be careful not to offend him , and 
likewiſe of the ſecond , which Is, 
to do all thar he commandech me, 
yer Iam not contented with theſe 
rwo, for the great love which I bear 
him . but have loyned unto thoſe 
ewo firſt, the chird degree, which is, 
rodo all that Iam able to think or 
Imagine, for to pleaſe and to be ac- 
ceptable unto him. Whereby do 
you know , ( quoth Deſire that you 
do that which is pleaſant in his ſight 
By two things ( anſwered the Love 
of God ) The one 1s, to love that 
which he loveth , and the other, to 
hate that which he hateth. As con- 
cerning 
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cerning the firſt, to love that whi 

he loverh. thereby I love my Lon 

only ſon, who 15 the faireſt, gent 
eſt, and 'noſt worthieſ? . char eve 
was or ſhal be , being like unto h 
Farther in alLchings and yer the mof 
o2<dienteſt thar was or ſhal be. Thi 
fon he loaveth as much as himſelf 
becauſe he 15s more like unto him; 
chen ever ſon was unto his Fatheri 
And rhe. uaity and love berweenthe 
Father and the ſon, 15 fo exceed: 
122 great , that they are both one, 
of 012 will, force, power, wiſdom, 
and Majz!tie; and alth1ugh they ar 
d1't.ngntthed In perſons, are not- 
w1irhitanding bur of one 'ubſtance 
and cficnce. Mv Lord 1d make! 
wh his own had for this his ſon, 
a (h:p'1erds garment wherewtthall | 
betas clorhed , came out of his Fa-. 
SITE chamber, yet nevzr vas from, 
him. but alwayes with him, and is 
diyiis coaverſant with :s 1n this 
houſe; for otheiviſe we could nat 
{: ; nor know him: and thus apparel- 
[21, I1s Facher ſent htm with a bask 
er on his arms through the whole 
worid 
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world,and likewiſe through this wil- 
derneſs to ſeek our his ſheep chat 
were loſt and Run aſtray. Ani as 
he was walking through the deſarr, 
his Father ſuffered him to be ſlain 
by che wolves, and devoured by 
dogs, and jnno wiſe would come 
to aid or aſſiſt him, alrhough he was 
able enough to have done 1t; but 
his will was, that the wolves ſhould 
rear him 1n pieces , and pur him :0 
the moſt cruelleſt death that could 
be invenred or imagined, and ſhould 
uſe him the worſe, becauſe he was 
a Kings ſon. And this did our Lord 
for meer Love which he bare us,be- 
cauſe that all rhey which are of his 

$ houſchold, might perceive and ſee 
ho:v dearly he loved us, 1n that he 
hath not ſpared his own fon , but 
hath given him 1n (ſacrifice for us; 
therefore we are bound toLove him 
all» , becauſe he loved us (o much 
before, Wien the Love of Ga4 was 
tclling this, Dej3re wepr virterly, (0 

{ that his heartgſeemed to hreak 1n 
Seces. The Father lov:d the ſon 
| ſo much, ſaid the Love of God, that 
although 
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alchough he ſuffered him to be p 
ro deach , yer through his omnix 
tencydid ſoon raiſchim upagatnfre 
the dead, with more glory&criump 
then ever before, carrying with nl | 
thoſe ſheep for whom he was comey} | 
having likewiſe a ſpe cial care oveſſh | 
thoſe whom he had yerleft inthedeyy 
ſarr &paſtures to'waxe fat.A nd chug | 
he rerurned into his fathers cham 
ber. where now he fitteth :r hill 
right hand,making daily interceſſiog | 
for us, and excuſing our 1nfirmiricy 
for the unſpeakable love which h@. 
bearerh unto mankind. And I be 
heve,chat if it were not for hls (ak 
the Lord would have caſt us lobg 
gone our of this houſe for our great 
wickedneſs ſake , becauſe we ſerve 
him ſo negligently, without any Zea 
or afte&ion, and ſo highly do forge 
him , and put him our of our mine 
for every wiffle and ſmall occafion.; 
The farther loveth h1s ſon ſo dedrly, 
that I believe not that there 1s any} 
thing in this world ewherewith we 
can do him better ſcryice , then1n\ 
| oving * 
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loving of his Son. Therefore I endez- 
vour my ſelf ro love and pleatc his 
Son. Wherein ( quoth Deſire ) do 
you love and pleaſe him? Whea [ 
(anſwered the Love of God) remem- 
ber his holy life,his exceeding ercar 
travel, his death&hisb{cfſedDo@rine 
and enacavour to conform & frame 
my a&1ons and manners vnto his 
life; for when my Lord doth ſee 
one reſembling the life of his ſon; 
ſo much the more doth he love him: 
and therefore it was his will that 
he ſhould come to viſite us, dwell 
with us, and teach us how we 
ſhould live, for we lived before c- 

J ven as beaſts,and therefore rc Lord 
did ſend him unto us in ſtcad 
ofa mirror and looking-3laſle, that 
allmen who were defirous to know 
whether their will or aRions were 
bad or good ſhould behold his ſons 
life . for in the world there 1s no 
ſurer and better rouch-ſtone rhen 1r. 

8 The ſecond whom my Lord loverh, 
Is my Page. called Nzghborly-lowe 

| For he loveth this Lad forenderly, 
e * that all i= do unto 111m, whether 
p It 
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it be good or evil , he doth take 
as it were done unto his own peg 
ſon In what {ove you this Bc 
(quoth Deſere? ) Firſt of all, I eſteeg 
him to be berrer then my ſelf , at 
alchough I do ſupply a great at 
high office, yet amobedienr unt 
him 1n all lawful and good things. 
rake heed In no wiſe to hinder 
endammage him , but I ſhew tit 
all love an4 friendſhip that I at 
able. I have no ill ſuſpition of hin 
bur rather do alwayes defend a 
excuſe him; I injure him nat 1 
words nor deeds,bur Iſuffer patient 
ly his nitural weaknets andinfirmi 
I pity him I do not backbire him 
nor wiil not {uffer any man for 
do ir. I wiſh that he ſhould cxcece 
me 1n love which I bear to God, { 
that 1t would pleaſe Almighty Ge 
tro make him berrer then my (elf. 1 
Inno wile envy his temporal < 
ſpiriryal bleſſings : or any thin 
that belongech unto him, butr 
Joice 1n his proſpcrity and welfare 
for his loſs, adverſity , and ſorrow, 
doth heartily pricye me. Frog 
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i think him to be an Angel of the 
Lord , and that I am unworthy co 
be his flave and ſervant, and this do 
J, becauſe that my Lord loveth him 
ſo dearly. I love alſo the affairs of 
the common-wealch, having a (pe- 
clal care over them , becauſe the 

appertain to the ſervice of the Lord, 
to his hononr , and to the mainten- 
ance of his houſe. Therefore I do 
mine endeavour that nothing be ne- 
gleted, chiefly which concerneth 
any godly excrciſe , as is reading 
faſting, chaſtning of che fl:ſh , and 
ſuch l}ke,alchough ſome do bur little 
eſteem of theſe things. Further, 1 
remember that I know him berrer 
then any other crea ure, becauſe I 
have received more at his hands 
rhen any And ſeivg thatother ſcr- 
vants ſerve their earthly maſters 
with great attendance & diligence ; 
why ſhou'dTnot ſerve my Lord,who 
hath chien me to he his Chamber - 
lair 2bove any domeſtical ſervant ? 
And although afl rhe world ſhould 
fail, and there ſhould he none re- 
m.:1n17g,yer I will never be unfaith- 
full uuto him cill death. CHAP 


them; and becauſe I might the ſte 


my ſelf with them, to (peak. or fre 
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CHAP. I X. 


Of thoſe things which the Love ofGi 
bath, and of the concluſion. 

He other of theſe two thir 
whereof I have ſpoken un 
thee , & wherewith I (eek to ple 
my Lord , is to hate that which | 
hateth. Therefore I (et before 
that my Lord hath cwo enemies, tt 
one the world, the other the fleſ 
therefore I have determined wit 
my (cli ro hate them morally, at 
never to contract any league wi 


faſter remain jn my determinatic 
T uſe theſe means , never to rec 


quent their companies, unleſs n 
Lord doth command it me, whe 
commendment I eſteem more the 
my determination. And therefo 
I have defired the lievrenant of « 
houſe , that he ſend me nor abc 
ſuch buſineſs whereby I mighr re 
creat my ſelf , as in rowns, citie 
countreys, or amongli people , & 
1 efteem this a great contempt at 
deſpifing, bur when I am comma 


- 
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ed, then I obey; and although my 
Lord, for certain affairs, command- 
ethme togo into the world , yer 
his will is , that I in going ſhould 
not loyter, and in returning, ſhould 
befound faithful unto him, and in 
no wiſe ſhould uſe any falſhood, or 
raftiſe treaſon againſt him, but 
ould withdraw my ſelf as ſoon as 
it were poſſible , and come apain; 
for I know certainly, that how nar- 
rowly we leok to our ſelves, and as 
much good as we can do,yet we arc 
like to ger there nothing, but arc 
alwayes in danger to loſe much. In 
this ſort I hate likewiſe my fins, 1n- 
1quities, uncleanneſs carnal motions 
wicked defires, and unnatural paſ- 
fions and am very penfive and for- 
rowful that they dwel within me, 
knowing that they are contrary to 
my Lords will, and do altogether 
drſpleaſe him Therefore I endea- 
vour my ſelf alwayes to amend 
through love. Likewiſe, for the love 
of him I eſchew and fly from all 
thoſe-rhat are in his houſe , except 
It be in things of neceſſity and love, 
with 


| cay in flo:hfulneſs, Therefore [ will 


addi my (elf to prayers , that 
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withdrawing my ſelf altozethes 
from them. Wheretore do you fq 
(quoth Defr*e? )Becautc now a-dayelſ 
there are no ſpiritnul prayers, love; 
and godly zeal praiſed and cxers 
ciſed, aad choſ: that boaſt of r 
knowledge of God, comnonly de 


accuſtome my («If to be alone, and | 


ſoul mv receive and feel ſome coms 
fort and joy 1n the Lord and T leart 
to love him as 1t becomerh me, fot, 
to that end I have forſaken thi 
world and all the vanities chereok, 
But ( quoth Deſire) orhers will ac 
count you fantaſtical and parti 
and eyery man will caſt his eyes ups 
on you. It 1s no matcer , anſwered 
the Love of God , for I ſhould nok 
ſerve to pl-aſe man , and chiefly in 
things which are contrary to God, 
And when I giveno offence to my 
brorher, I care not what rhe world 
ſpeaketh, ſo I do my. duty 1n that 
which 15s commanded me. And! 
therefore if thou wilt have, and 
poſſeſs me, do as$ do, 


CHAP. 
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07 11:4 T5 of God , that brought . 
Deſire to the Houſe. 


ſerewas ama zedat thoſe things 
Do the Love of God had told 
him, and after long ſtudying, ſaid : 
when you do all theſe things , have 
you then any _ ro ſtand 1n fear 
of any body? I truiy anſwered the 
Love of Goa; for 1 fluſt be very care- 
ful char | be not puſrap in vain glory 
for ny good works , or intangled 
withſ. It-love; for 1f I give any place 
unto theſe,my Lord preſcntly rrould 
thruſt and turn me out of doors. 
Therefore I have alwaycs at my fide 
my mother Humility. I piayYFou 
( quoth Dejre) ro [cad me 1ncio the 
houic: Follow m-, ſatd the Love of 
God , for thon h.ift becn now long 
enough with me; and [ will bring 
thee to another of my feliows 
who hatha grcatcr vifice tiien I. 
How 1s he called , quoth Deſcre ? 


Is, 


AT, 


His namic, anſwcred t1e Love of God 


15, To De(ire God. P:jre went incr- 
ry accompanicd bs the Late 6) 
C77 
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God, to ſeek our To deſire Gol; At 

when he had found him, ſaid unt 
him; My Lord, T would ir wouk 
pleaſe you to entertain me as one of 
your ſervants. Deſires good-will did 
greatly pleaſe ro Deſire God , and 
ſaid unto thim , Ir 1s needfull ( 
thoa wilt be with me ) thar rhow 
be firſt well inſtruted by my fel; 
lows; for thou mutt know, that of 
the wine which Yoweth out of the! 
Hogs head of the Love of God , is 
made To deſire God. Therefore de 
not deceive thy (cf, but (+= that 
chou be firſt well provided avi re- 
pleniſhed with the Love of Goa. My 
Lord ( quoth Deſire) | have dwelt 
long with the zove of God, and he 
hach inftrufed me in all things 
which I muſt do; and with Gc I 
grace I will endeavour my ſelf roput 
all rhings io ure and pra&ice. bur 
cannot warrand you whether 
have the Love of God; or no ; . for he 
only knowech who doth love him, 
and in theſe things the beſts ro} 1 
humble himſelf. As for my (ef, I} « 
cannot affure wha: I have, bur gnly} 

thus 1 
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this Dog , called Good-w:ll ; and 
yet I think not chat he is mine, be- 
cauſe he was bur lent me. To Deſere 
God did rake a great delight and 
pleaſure in all theſe words, and 
A chiefly becauſe Defre did not per- 
(wade himſelf , thar he had the Love 
of God. I pray you Str,(quoth Deſire) 
totell me your nature and condu1- 
J ons. Evenas a man, ſaid To Deſire 
J God, cometh through the know- 
Mledge of himſelf, ro a hate and 
| deſpiſing of himſelf; (o likewiſe, 
through the knowledge of God , he 
atraineth to Defire God. And who- 
yi ſoever doth poſieſs me, he hateth all 
4 worldly things; for Ido frame 1n 
j him fo noble and excellent a mind, 
wi that he thinketh himſelf coo good 
ql ro defire any thing elſe then the 
ut] chicfeſt and moſt ſoveraign good, 
I which is God only. Beſides, I make 
him very great and high favoured 
he wih God ; and although he be bur 
of baſe kindred , yer I make him a 
ro} mighty King : and whoſoever dorh 
[} enjoy me, his miad runn<th upon 
y | nothing but upon God onlv , he 
Its (peakey. 


® * 
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{peaketh nothing bur of God; foryy * 
where his treaſure is, there 15h 
heart alſo. And that which a ma 
hath conceived In mind, the tongut 
commonly ſpeaketh ; for the mourl 
doth alwayes bewray rhe inward af 
fe&ions of the heart. To the hungry 
I am meat, and reſtorative; I at 
the chicfeſt i 1n this Palace , and ant 
Chamberlain ro Love and Charity, } 
have power to bring thoſe in whon 
I w2lF that are my friends. I 3m 1 
Preacher , who goeth through riK 
houſe crying , untill my Lord dorh|' 
awake, and cometh forth of hilff 
Chamber , for to (peak with thoſe 
that do call upon him. Wi om chinkf* 
you did awake us, when thou didffi 
fiand Jong before the gates, knocks] « 
Ing with the two haminers h-ngm 
at the door, called To ſigh and wer 
bur only the continual barking « 
thy dog? I am the (ſureſt mei:enger 
who cometh firſt ar the gares , and 
pgoeth ro the Lord , who followet 
him alwayes and 1s next unto hin 
I have 1n my power the fruttof agree 
the which we that arc here with 
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| :ave to deliver out , and to give to 
cvery man thereof to cat, called 
See God.Is it a ſweet fruit, ſa1dDeſsre? 
for they gave me another to eat in 
che houſe of Humility , which was 
if ſomewhat bitter; and chiefly at the 
frſi feil Comewhar' hard and uneafie 
2m} :0 be twallowed. This fruit, quoth 
am ke to Deſire God, is marvellous [weer 
7, HE pleaſanc,bur ro ſome more ſiweer- 
onf<r, and of a pleaſanter taſte then to 
bothers ; which happeneth after the 
200d appetite and ſtomach that 
arch] ihey have. And the founder that 
paltherr taſte 1s, and their cceth the 
ofg2<crer , thereafrer they find this 
in{F{rult the ſweeter and more pleaſant. 
485 or ſome there are who have rotten 
cþ4<<th, and to thoſe this fruit 15 un- 
ng 2voury , for they are nor able ro 
” hew it. And ſome do cat it with- 
> > gout appetir or hunger,becaulc their 
P ſtomachs are over-laden with other 

\gmcacs , and to thoſe likewiſe ic js 
\ertd 2 plealant, becauſe they cannor 
im ll digeſt ir, although it doth them 

gout ſmall hurt. And ſome there arc 
hz Noſe taſte is marred through a 
ane G fever. 


| 
| 
| 
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ſpeaketh nothing bur of God; { 
where his rreaſvre is, there is 
heart alſo. And that which a m 
hath conceived in mind, the tong 
commonly (peaketh ; fot the mc a 
doth alwa —_— bewray the inward? 
fe&ions of the heart. To the hung 
Pam meat, and reſtorative; I 
the chiefeſt 1n this Palace , and & 
Chamberlain ro Love and Charity; 
have power to bring thoſe in wha 
I will that are my friends. T am t 
Preacher , who goeth through t 
houſe crying , untill my Lord dc 
awake, and cpmeth forth of 
Chamber , for to ſpeak with tho 
that do callupon him. WF.om chi 
you did awake us, when thou, dic 
fland Jong before the gates, knog 
Ing with the two hammers h-ng1 
at the door, called To figh and we 
bur only the continuall barking 
thy dog? I am the ſureſt meſieng 
who cometh firſt ar the pares , 
gocth to the Lord , who followe 
him alwayes and 1s next unto hit 
I have 1n my power the fruitof | 
the which we that arc here with 


hat 


| 
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ave to deliver out , and to pive ty 
every man thereof to cat, called 
ee God.Is it a ſweer fruit, ſaidDeſre? 
2r they gave me another to cat in 
the houſe of Humility , which was 
ſomewhat barter; and chiefly at the 
firſt fell lomewhar hard and uncafic 
20 be iwallowed. This fruit, quoth 
ke to Deſire God,is marvellous ſweee 
& pleaſanc,burt ro ſome more ſweer- 
r, and of a pleaſanrer taſte then co 
ethers ; which happeneth after the 
good appetite and ſtomach that 
they have. And the founder that 
err taſte 1s, and their teeth the 
detter, thereafrer they find this 
ruit the ſweeter and more pleaſanr. 
or ſome there are who have rotten 
eth, and to thoſe this fruit 15 un- 
youry , for they are not able to 
hew it. And ſome do cat it with- 
ut appetit or hunger,becauſc their 
ttomachs are over- laden with other 
meats , and to thoſe likewiſe ir is 
nplecaſant, becauſe they cannot 
ll digeſt it,alchough it doth them 

aut (mall hurt. And ſome there are 
hoſe taſte is marred through a 
G fever. 
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fever, or an) unnatural heat ; any 
theſe know nothing of this frup 
but only by hear-ſay. I pray you, 
quoth Deſire, let me raſte of thi 
fruit. Jamglad , anfwered To Define 
God,thou artwilling to caſte of 1r;foy 
It 1s not poſſible char we during 
this life ſhould ſatisfie our ſelves, of 
fill our bellies with it, bur only caſte 
how (weet and pleaſant it Is. Where 
fore , quorh Deſire? Thereforc arts 
{wered To defire God , for if a man 
could here fatisfie his appetite with 
it, and feed plentifully unto his 
own will of tt , he would never be 
willing to leave this priſon, and 
goto heaven, having here of thk 
fruit ſufficient enough to maintain 
him. Bur for the better underſtan- 
ding hereof, we dic almoſt for | 
hunger, and are faibt and feeble 

with too long faſting , looking al- 

wayes for the time till we ſhal come 

ro the banquet ofour ſoveraign Lord 

and King. And even as the Hart 

doth thirſt in the ſummer after the 

ſpring of water, ſo likewiſe do our 


(ouls hunger after that day. This 
fruic 
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fruit 1s of ſuch force and vertue, 
thac only a (mal brt dorh fill our ſto- 
machs ſo much. that 1c Is not able 
co contain more, how greata feeder 
ſoever a man be. Bur when we fhal 
be with the Lord, then he will give 
us greater and ſtronger ſtomachs, 
that we may cat plenrifully enough 
of thele fruits, withour any hurt or 
ſurfeiring : for if any would car, 
here 1n this life, more then theic 
ſtomachs were able to bear,ir ſhould 
more hinder then profite rhem. 
Therefore it 15 needful , rhat we 
eat bur a litle and moderately of 
cheſe fruits, ei] we come to that 
place , where we may fully ſarisfie 
our {elves with them , whereof we 


CB AVC. Ki 


How to Deſire God 47d prepare De- 
ſire ſor to eat of the frust. 


Pray you , Sir, ( quoth Deſre ) 
let me have a taſte of theſe fruits 
{ſo much oc little as it pleaſeth you. 
Firſt (anſwered to def God,) be- 
G 2 cauſe 
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cauſe this fruit doth never remain 


but in a pure yveſlel; it is therefore 


moſt neceſlary that thou doſt make 
clean thy teeth , waſh thy eyes, 


ſhal I come to waterhere ( (aid De- 
fire ? ) 13 will bring thee to a foun- 


tin of life (anſwered to deſire cone 
Which rungeth and floweth bot 


nighr day, and is called Godly exer- 
cafe beſides, I will call ſome dam- 
ſels of the houſe , that will be will- 
ing to waſh ang cleanſe thee; Deſire 
was plad 1ntarrying for theſe Dam- 
ſels, and jaw preſeiuly To deſire God 
accompanied with theſe Ladies, 
and (41d, Bchold fricid , theſe La- 
dics muſt waſh chce. The firſt is 
called Conrtefie, the ſecond unztty, 


mofith, face, and hands. But where 


the t1rd P7ty, the fourth ery, the | 


fifrh 47::2bleneſs, the (ixth Fatonr 
the ſeventh A7%:biefs , the etghr 


- Zia 1, the ninth 7oy, che tenth 7uſi- 


r 


| 


ice, the clevenith Fortztude, the | 


rwelf-h Proverence or Forecift. And 
this [At will give thee an herb the | 


1ll provoke thine appetite for ro 
eat thy meat with a better ſtomec 1, 


For 
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For this fruit is only miniſtred to 


che hungry , and not to any ethers, 


The thirteenth Damſel 1s called 
Long-ſuſftring , the fourteenth Con- 
/tancy, the fifteenth Peace , the 
ſixteenth Neatneſs, the (evenreenth 
Dzlzgence, the eighteenth Prayer, the 
ninteenth Labour, and the 'aſt am 1 
to Deſire God , and | am alwa»' cs 
found in this company. And (o !ong 
as thou art to be found among them 
they. will furcher thee greatly in 
the eating of this fruit. And when- 
ſoever thou doſt cat them, they will 
gn alwayes with thee, and never 
forſake thee, unleſs thy ſelf bears 
them away, and doſt miſuſe them, 
for they themſelves are wondrous 
deſirous of this dier, and no ſooner 
they ſee this fruit, but preſentlychey 
{warm 3bouti1r, even as bees abour 
the honey : and there is no ſurer 
token thar one hath had a taſte of 
rheſe fruits, but when they ſee rheſe 
Damlſels about the door. Deſire was 
glad when he was waſht , and had 
taſted of the fruit. Brother ( quoth 

G4 ro 
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ro Deſ;re God) (ering thou haſt done 
this , thou muſt now ſivg alſo, for 
the ſervants of God do alwayes fing | 
after their Meals, priing & thank. ? 
ivg the Lord: and here 15 no body 
in the houſe that cannor ſing. How 
ſhall I fig { quoth Deſpe ? ) Let vs 
go within the houſe; ſaid To deſire 
God, where all the Muſicians 
dwell. The firſt 1s called Bleſſing, 
the ſecond Honor, the third Praiſe 
the fourth Thankſgiving : With 
theſe muſt thou ſing , for they are 
very good and sknful Muſicians, 
and have all good voices. The firſt | 
Mucian , called Bleſſing , fingeth 
rhe Supertours or Treble, and praiſ- 
erh God for his greacliberalirv. The 
ſecond , who ſupplicth the Contra: : 
renor , called Honour, praiſ-th the | 
Lord tor his unſpeakable +ncincorr- 7 
prehevfible wiſdom. And the third 
whois called Praiſe , fngeth the. 
Tenor, and praiſech him in hi: end-, 
Jeſſe goodne(s, bounty, excellency, 
and generally in all that God 1s in. 
himſelf. The fourth is T»<crbs-gi- 
ving, and (erverh rhe Baſe, who 
thank- 


t 
| 
| 
| 
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thanketh the Lord for all that he 
hath crexted , and for all his bene- 
firs moſt liberally poured and be- 
ſtowed upon all his creatures. 


CHAP. XII. 
How Defire did learn to ſing. 


He Mufick , and the manner 
thereof, did pleaſe Defire great- 
ly. Behold ( quoth To defire God ) 
wilt thou go hence , and return a- 
gain from whence thou art come 2? 
Where ſhould I travel ( anſwered 
Defrre ) for to be berter then I am 
here, where I am come with 6 
much pain and labour ? Now that 
I am welcome to a place wherel 
may live in quiet and be comfort- 
ed, Iam nor minded to change 3 
for they (ay in a common proverb 
He that vin bliſs , let him remain 
where he is. And I tell you, I will 
not go hence unlefſe you do thruſt 
me out of the doors. Ir 1s notour 
cuſtome ( quoth To deſire God ) ro 
turn any body out of the doors, 
unleſs rhey themſelves do defire it, 

| bur 


wo 
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J thal not be commanded ar all,/ſaid 
Defire ) what ſhall I do then? St 


bur rather do tntreat chem to (ing. 
Kut becauſe they may know char 
ſtand not inneed of any) therefore 
ſometimes do ask them If they 
defirous for to goor not , but be 


cauſe thou art willing co tarry here 
with us , thou muſt nor be Idle} 


What muſt I do (quoth Deſire ? ) 
All-that they ſhall command thee 
(anſwered Tv defire God.)And when 


{ anſwered To defire God ) pra 
rhenk, and magnifie the Lord. And 
whenſoever thong art about thy bu- 
fineſs, and doſt that is commanded 


wnto thee , then thou mayeſk yet 


ſing co thy ſelf, for to keep thy 
.choughts from idleneſs. Further, 
wilt thou pleafe our Lord and be- 
come his familiar friend , fee that 
thou go to ſpeak ofrentimes alone 


with him; and if thou wilt profit : 
prearly , be daily converſant. with , 


him. Then ſhalt thon hear his m- 


ſwers, who will difcloſe unto thee 
many ſecrers, wherby thon ſhalt. 


growfamihiar with him, & become 


ONc 
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one of his minions. May every man 
who will ( ſaid Deſire ) come in his 
chamber and ſpeak with him? 1 
( quoth To defire God ) as far as he 
hath Humility in his company. I 
| rell thee, itls the greateſt joy that 
we ſhould come tohim; for he is 
of this nature, that he cannot abide 
to bealone ; and how baſe ſimple 
ſoever a mad 1s , yet he rejoyceth 
preatly in his company , and will 
have him to remala v{ith him con- 
tinually. For his nobility and wor- 

- thineſle 1s ſo great, that he doth 
nor regard the external perſon : 
for there is no exceptions of per- 

tf ſons with him, if hls ſpirit be hum- 

Jt ble ; for one man hath coſt him ſo 

ft dear as an other, and hath crea- 

red them all of one ſubfilance , the 
earth. 1, which 1s more, the baſer 
ef! and viler the perſon Is, If he doth 

* but debaſc and humble himſelf the 

* greater fayour and courtfic he ſhew- 
eth unto him, and will do him the 

 moregood. And TI tell thee plainly, 

* that the moſt part of thoſe that are 
dxyelling here, are but of ſimplely 
G5 paren- 
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arentage and progeny. For God 

ath choſen thoſe for his ſervice, 
who were the abje&s of the 
world, to the. end that no body 
who dwelleth here ſhould think hin 
to be received and intertained for 
his deſerts and worthineſs, but only 
through the goodneſs and meerf 
mercy of God. Therefore if rhou 
art nilling for ro dwell here , and! 


and further thy ſelf and procure 
that thy ſong be acceprable unto 
God , remember theſe four parts, 
The firſt is Good-w1ll, the ſecond 
Humility, the third Patience , the 
forth Love or Charsty. And when. 
ſoever thou fingeſt with theſe 
four parts , thou ſhalt never fi!l 1n 
thy tongs. And although ſome- 
times ron ſlippeit a nore or 10, 
or cf. doit nor ſing faſt «ncugh,| 
preſentiy thou ſhalt come to the 
right Tun? again by hearing only.) 
Wirth Good-w3/! thou ſhalt (ing rhe 
Supcrtours or Treble, for all th: 
reſt doth frame Ir ie)f after it; ard 
w 1th the ſecond and third , namely: 

with 


Wn cw» © =, oo I-* = oa& Fu © amy ww A 


of the Sonl. l73 


with Humility and Patience , thou 
ſhalc ſing rhE Counter-renor ; for 
Humilities and Patiences doings are 
contrary to a mans will and wilful- 
neſs. And with the fourth, namc- 
iy , ove , thou ſhalc ſing all man- 
ner of Muſick whatſoever, and that 
with thy ſoul, and the (weerneſs of 
the Holy Ghoſt. Rur above all things 
do nor forget to eat the fruit which 
thou haſt eaten in the Palace of H«- 
militit , namely , to Diſiruft in thy 
ſelf , and the greater thy love and 
defires 15 towards God , and ihe 
greater friend rhou art of the Lord, 
give him the more of this frute, 
for he loveth them well, and gladly 
eatetl1 of them. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XEFIL. 


Fw To defire God , did bring 
Defare ito the Chambers of the Lord 
with an Inflrattion to Prayer. 


Would pray you for to get one 
favour more at your hands, a 
which is, ſeing you have enrer- 
rained me, and pranted that1 
fhould dwel here,that jt may pleafe 
you likewiſe to bring me ro my 
Lord, for ro know him. and ro do 
unto him homage and reverence. [ 
am contented, ( quoti1 to Defire 
God ) go with me. Deſire went 
trembling,that he now ſhould ſpeak 
with ſo mighty a King and Monarch 
in his Chamber, and ſtand before 
his Divine Mateſtic, and was taken 
with ſuch fear and trembling, that 
he netther durſt nor could come 
before the Lord, In as much that 
he was minded to turn back aga1o. 
But when he remembred again the 
nobility and unſpeakable courtefie 
and goodneſs of this King, and hov 
loving 


* ak Gd a- wand 


of the Soul. 175 


foring and affable he was to every 
man, he comforted himſelf upon 
his graclouſneſs, thereupon purting 
only all his truſt and confidence. 
Tarry for me here at the door,fald, 
To DefireGod, for I will go ſee what 
my Lord doth, and tell him how 
thou art here to m_u with him, 
Deſire was ver fearful, ſtudying what 
he ſhould ſay unto the Lord, when 
he ſhould come before him. Come 
hither (”"_ to Deſire God) 1 have 
rold my Lord how thou art here, 
Go in therefore, and 1 will ſtay 
here for thee. Deſere began with 
great reverence to go through the 


chamber of preſence, and as ſoon 


as he did ſee the Lord, fell down 
flat upon his face, weeping bitterly 
and durſt not once lift up his eyes 
for he remembred that he had been 
a mortall enemy of his Lord, and 
had dove him ofcentimes great in- 
jury and wrong 1a as much that 
he was not able to utter one word, 
bur only did figh and weep, on 
ing always that now he was in the 
preſence of this endleſs goodneſs, 


whom *. 
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whom he had fo ofrentimes and | 
gricvouſly offended. What meanett 
this (quoth our Lord?) whereſor| 
doſt thou come hither, doſt thou? 
not ſpeak? Ariſe and let me knoy 
thy defire. What can or ſhall [ ſpeat 
before thy incomprehenſible Maje- 
ſty, ( anſwered Deſ;re?) O my Lord 
I am not worthy to open my vile 
and unclean mouth in thy fight, but 
ſuffkcr me now ro bewail by lence, 
ſighs, and tears, my fore-paſt wick- 
edneſſe and iniquity. Wherefore 
are thou come hither ( quoth our 
Lord? ) I am not come hither my 
Lord ( anſwered Deſire ) for I do 
not think, that I have deſerved to 
dwell here in thy houſe, much leſs} 
to come in thy Majeſties Chamber | 
and preſence. Who hath brought] 
thee hither , then ſajd eur Lord?! 
Thy grace hath drawn me hither, 
it hath cauſed me to be called, and 
commanded to let me come in, and 
to have acceſs unto thee : I cannot 
rell, my Soveraign , what cauſe 
hath moved thy Majeſtic hereunto, 


or wherein thy grace hath need «lf 
ime; 4 
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me; for it would (ſuffice me and be 
roo much , that ſuch a one as I am, 
might be the leaſt of the ſervants in 
thy houſe , and yet deſerve not fo 
much, and am altogether unworthy 
of ic. But (cing thy zoodneſs hath 
now called me, and thart it pleaſeth 
thee , that 1 ſhould dwel here and 
ſpeak unto thee, open thou my 
lips, and teach me what I have to 
ſay in thy preſence ; power In me 
the ſpirit of fear and reverence, to 
the end thy Majeftie be not offen- 
ded.or in diſhonour ſerved by me, 
and deſpſſed of ſuch a wicked and 
vile finner as I am. Rather I would 
be ready to ſuffer a thouſand deaths 
then to offend and deſpiſe thy high- 
nels. For hereby I ſhould diſho- 
nour and injure the Angels, Arch- 
angels and all celefſiial powers, who 
intircly love rhy goodneſs,znd ſerve 
thee with ſuch zeal, glory, and 
reverence. Declare unto me, O 
Lord , wha: I ſhall (peak, and d1- 
ret me in all my doingsfor I com- 
m!rt my ſelf whoily 1ncto thy hands 
yeelding my ſoul and body wholly 

unto 
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anto thy Majeſty: Give me, O Lord 
the ſpirir of Humzlity , to the eyd 
I may ſerve thy Congregation and 
Cintldren the better, and that my 
ſervice may be pleaſant and accep- 
table in thy ſight for thyNames ſake | 
and that thy Majeſty may be hon- |} 
oared and praiſed in me. 


"OR 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XIV. 


InftrutFions given by our Lord to Dt- 
fire for to rule and govern himſelf. 


A Riſe, quoth the Lord Dee, 
and fear no more : and if t 
hereafter wilt become a new man, 
and ſuch a one as rhon oughreſt ro 
be, then I will remember no more 
the injury which thou haſt done 
me an4 pur oar of my memory all 
thy miſdeeds and © where- 
withall thou haſt grieved me fo of- 
rencimes. Bur becauſe thou mayeſt 
amend and become better, I will 
reach thee four words, which wall 
profire thee not a little, If rhou doſt 
remember and priateſt them in thy 
heart. Take theſe two, I, and tho; 
which are che two firſt: and the 
other two, Slave, and King. And 
if thou canſt rightly put theſe words 
In parctice, they will bring thee to 
great vertue and perfe&ion , and 
defend thee againft all thy naturall 
| andunbridled affeRions, and cauſe 
| thee roremain and live with every 
| "mann peace and unity, I pray thee 
my 


, 
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my only Lord and Soveraign(quoth 
Deere )that it may pleaſe thee to 
ſhew unto me how I might beſt 
excerciſe my ſelf with theſe four| 
words. Thof mayeſt refer all thy | 
exerciſe to theſe words; for they 

contain in chem a great and deep 
knowledge, whereof one might 
write wonderfull great Volumes, & 
whereby(withour books)one might 
likewiſe attain to great perfeRion. 
Therefore, whenſoever thou comeſt 
to ſpeak with me, or goeſt abour a- 
ny thing which is commanded thee, 
and art altogether faint, cold, and | {0 
unwilling, then perſwade thy ſelf | fe 
that I do ſpeak to thee theſe words, | !* 
T, and Thou,and no more; and thus | '! 
forget all che world, and think that | *! 


there is no body in the world but} 1 
I and Thoy, The other two words, | © 
State and King, ſhall ſerve thee for} | 


to deal and frequent with them:firſt} * 
of all, in 1magiving that thou art 


ſlave unto them all, and by theſe} 3 
means thou ſhalt become humble | © 
and obedient. Secondly, that thou | lc 
art thine own Ring,and that ow | c 


, 


of the Soul. 181 


all Kings rich, and beſtow upon 
them,pleaſure and goods abundant- 
ly. Ler this ioſtru&ion ar this rime 
{uffice thee, & thus depart in peace. 
Wherefore wilr thou,'O Lord, that 
1 ſhould go away, ſaid Deferes Be- 
cauſe , anſwered the Lord, thou 
ſhouldſt not think that thou haſt 
deſerved 1t, and art worthy to re- 
main always with me, butonly as 
long as I think good, or whenſoe- 
ver I callor ſend for thee, to the 
end thou become not preſumpruous 
or vain glorious. Therefore, when- 
ſoever I will have thee, I will ſend 
for thee:yer before thou goeft hence 
Jeave thy heart with me, to the end, 
in whar place ſoever thou comeſt, 
that the chiefeſt and rhe beſt may 
fill remain with me. Tam hereun- 
to willing, my Lord, quoth Deſire, 
I give thee frank and freely m 
whole hearr.] am conrent,anſwere 
the Lord: that now ir remain with 
me ; bur think not that thou canſt 
dT 1t ſo oftentimes as thou wilt thy 
(c]f; and befides, I will never keep 
It v1th me wittour the profit and 
furtherance to humility. Bur yer of 


one 
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one thing which thou knoweſt nf | 
I will admonIfh thee which is, the ! 
more croſſes, adverſities and mf i 
(eries I lay upon m;; (*rvanrs, thef ! 
more joy, comfort and bicfſednelf \ 
Iam minded and cndeavour to 
beſtow upon th:im. Bur wilt rhoy 
leave thy dog G104-w2ll here witty - 
me, for well may he remain here 
iftrhou commend him every dy 
unto me, and do nor thy ſelf take 
him away from me. Wherefore 
( quothDeſpre)ls ir neceſſary to cons 
mend him every dayunto theesWIl 
not once ſuffice? No, anſwered the] 
Lord,not becauſe I ſhould forget 1t; 

bat becauſe thou ſhouldſt nor be] ' 
come to forget me, and rhar rhou 
mightſt alwayes have occaſion to 
have me in remembrance,to the end 
I may do thee good, and come © 
ſuccour thee in time of rl1y trouble 
and neceſſity. For what doth i 
help or profite me, whether thou 
haſt me in mind or not< Ithank thee 
my Lord, quoth Deſire, thac thou 
doſt acquaint me before with thy | 


will and pleaſure, whereby only | 
rhou 
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| t110u workeft and bringeſt to paſſc 
| in us all things, as if thou ſhouldefſt 
ic.mro ſtand In need of us, where 
ic is only put to our profit and ſal- 
vation, 

C-H-A-P.--X-V:; 


:1;w Deſire did extreiſe himel , ang 
what profit . be yeaped thereby. 


Þ;- z7e departed out of the Lords 
Chamber, leaving his hearr 


behind him, and did find To Defere 
God watching at the door. Whar 
haſt thou done ſo long within{quotth 
To aeſere God ) doſt thou think that 
| many words _ e the Lords Som- 
times thou ſhalr do more with one 
word with him, then wich a hun- 
dreth. Ah, Sir, anſwered Deſire? 1 
th:ink?rhatl] have not been long with 
him. Go within, anſwered to deſire 
Goa, {cir '8 thou artnow enteriained 
herel «1! poinro myChamber (ſald 
Dejire )Go in the name of the Lord 
(quoth he. ; weft re daily remembred 
the four wor:!s which -the Lord 
| had elven him, ofcntimes repant- 


ing 
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ing I,and Thos,Slave and King, and 
ſomrimes did part, confound, and 
mingle them together, bur they tell 
alwayes right, for he took the one, 
and ſaid, I, and then the other, 
Slave. Yer I ſpeak right ( quorh 
he) for lam for the love of m 

d a Slave. Sometimes he too 

the other, and ſa1a,I;Kzng :T donor 
miſle yer, for I am a Kzng ( ſaid he) 
being Gods ſervant, for ro ſerve 
him, is ro command, ro govern,and 
ro be a mighty Prince, 
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